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Kannakko, Kris (MNR)

From: Daniel F. Brunton [dbruntonn211@rogers.com]

Sent: June 14, 2004 3:57 PM

To: Nature Cons. Can., Howard Hamilton

Cc: CWS (Ontario), Graham Bryan; ORK, KEEPER; MNR, Daryl Coulson
Subject: Sand Point Alvar

Attachments: Bula Property (Sand Point Alvar) natural environment.pdf
Hi Howard:

I am attaching a pdf version of a report on the natural environment characteristics and significance of the
Bula Property (Sand Point Alvar) near Arnprior. I am contemplating sending it to Mr. Bula tomorrow if
for no other reason but to underscore with him that we're serious about seeing this place protected and
are prepared to put a bit of effort into it. I've not heard back from him regarding that deadline for a
decision, however, nor have you, I gather.

Cheers,
Dan

Daniel F. Brunton, Past-President,

Ottawa Riverkeeper/ Sentinelles de la riviére des Outaouais
216 Lincoln Heights Road

Ottawa, Ontario K2B 8A8

(613) 829-7307
www.ottawariverkeeper.ca
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Reconnaissance natural environment assessment of the Bula
Property, Sand Point Alvar, Renfrew County

Ottawa Riverkeeper Inc. was approached in May 2004 by Mr. Ron Bula in regards to the
possible donation of a 200 ac property (Lot 19, Concession 12, Sand Point, McNab Township,
Renfrew County, Ontario), preferably as an eco-gift. The property is held by the estate of his late
mother; Mr. Bula is the estate executor. To assist in the determination of the available and
appropriate property disposition options for the Bula family and Ottawa Riverkeeper Inc., an
assessment of the ecological significance of the property has been conducted. This includes both
an on-site investigation of the property and a review of pertinent regional ecological information
on similar Ottawa Valley and Ontario landscapes.

The property is located north of Golf Course Road immediately west of the Arnprior Golf
Course at Sand Point. No regular roadways access the site, although two major ATV trails do
cross it (one in the west, one in the east). A four-wheel drive vehicle track follows the east - west
road allowance along the northern edge of Lot 20, south from which foot or ATV travel provides
access to the Bula Property. On 16 May 2004 the southwestern and western portions of the Bula
Property was examined by Daniel Brunton, entering from the ATV trail in the southwest. On 8
June 2004, D. Brunton and OMNR District Ecologist Daryl Coulson examined the northern and
eastern portion of the property, entering from Lot 20 to the north. The following summarizes the
findings and conclusions of those on-site investigations.

THE SITE

The Bula Property forms a central portion of a high (¥125 m asl elevation), level, 7 km
long limestone bedrock plateau paralleling the Ottawa River between Braeside and Rhoddy’s
Bay in McNab Township. The site supports no extensive areas of standing water, although at
least seasonally shallow beaver ponds and similar bedrock depressions throughout the plateau
support open marsh or swamp wetlands. Although largely forested, extensive clearings occur in
the central section of the property, extending northward into Lot 20 and to a lesser degree,
southward into Lot 18 (aerial figure, below). A 1926 aerial photograph of the site (National Air
Photo Library HA 133-58) indicates that extensive natural forest openings have long been a
dominant characteristic of this property in particular and the Braeside Plateau in general. The
extent and configuration of the clearings in and adjacent to the Bula Property are essentially
unchanged from at least the 1920s and presumably, much earlier. The meadows and clearings
constitute the central component of what is hereafter referred to as the Sand Point Alvar.

Development impacts on the Bula Property are minor, consisting of the two ATV tracks
noted above and several hunting structures (old huts, campsites, shooting stands, etc.). No fences
were noted within the property, nor were any signs of former attempts at cultivation. No fences,
roadways or built structures are evident on the 1926 aerial photo, although a house or similar
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structure appears to have been present in the large clearing in the western portion of adjacent Lot
20.

HABITATS

The natural habitat of the Bula Property is remarkably homogeneous, consisting of only
two major vegetation types. Dry Upland Coniferous Forest dominates upwards of 80% of the
site, with numerous small clearings and glades occurring throughout the woodland. The majority
of the remainder of the site is open meadow. Two relatively small wetland areas, one a fen-like
sedge meadow in the southcentral portion of the property and the other a shallow beaver pond/
marsh meadow in the west, complete the non-forested habitat.

Bula Property (approximate boundary)
(Aerial photo: A27136, summer 1986)
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