Kannakko, Kris (MNR)

From: Gaweda, Joanna (MNR)

Sent: October 2, 2006 10:07 AM

To: Gallivan, Joe (MAH)

Cc: Coulson, Daryl (MNR); Moreau, Paul (MNR)
Subject: FW: McNab Braeside OP

Attachments: McNab OP Package_March_final.doc

Joe, based on your preview of the Draft OP for McNab, do the Maps at the back (as appendices) of the OP
outline a large area parallel to the Ottawa River (bedrock ridge) which would be in some way flagged as
‘sensitive’ / ‘alvar’ / ‘candidate / high potential significant wildlife habitat’ ? I’'m looking to get an idea how the
Township is planning to trigger assessments/scoped EIS/ or at least supporting information Twp requires for
planning act applications on the alvar habitats in the Township. Should we anticipate our involvement in the
review of this OP?

Thanks
Joanna Gaweda

District Planner

Pembroke District

Ministry of Natural Resources
31 Riverside Drive

Pembroke, ON

K8A 8R6

ph. 613.732.5522

fx. 613.732.2972

From: Gaweda, Joanna (MNR)

Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2006 9:33 AM
To: Gallivan, Joe (MAH)

Subject: RE: McNab Braeside OP

McNab OP
ckage_March_final.c

Joe, attached is what we’ve shared with Larry. As well, there was some mapping of natural heritage
features (based on known occurance data, and various analysis of other mapping info by our
ecologist and bios’) given in April I believe, to help McNab Twp put together a natural heritage
system as per the PPS...

Larry has not been in touch with me on this file since.

Joanna Gaweda

A0088106_1-000574



District Planner

Pembroke District

Ministry of Natural Resources
31 Riverside Drive

Pembroke, ON

K8A 8R6

ph. 613.732.5522

fx. 613.732.2972

From: Gallivan, Joe (MAH)

Sent: Friday, September 01, 2006 2:54 PM
To: Gaweda, Joanna (MNR)

Subject: McNab Braeside OP

Hi, Joanna,

| have received a copy of the draft OP from the County (Larry Cotton) last week and they have asked us to
provide comments if we would like to -- | definitely want to do this, so can you please let me know if you have
been involved in this process so far (i.e., have you provided the Township with technical data)?

Thanks,
Joe

Joe Gallivan

Planner

Municipal Services Office -- Eastern Region
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing
Direct Line: (613) 545-2116
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Preface

The Township of McNab-Braeside is preparing a new Official Plan. This
provides MNR with an opportunity to identify a number of interests that
the 2005 Provincial Policy Statement directs that municipal planning
decisions “shall be consistent with”.

The information provided is the most up to date available at this point in
time. It is provided with reference to the Provincial Policy Statement and
the supporting MNR technical manuals current to date . A revised
Provincial Policy Statement was recently approved by the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council, under Section 3 of the Planning Act; it came into
effect on March 1, 2005. The Provincial Policy Statement (2005) replaces
the earlier Provincial Policy Statement issued May 22, 1996, and
amended February 1, 1997. A copy of the Provincial Policy Statement
(2005) is attached (Appendix A). MNR will provide sensitive area
mapping to support the preparation of the Draft Official Plan.
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Purpose

MNR Role
One Window

Reference
Manuals

Introduction

The purpose of this input package is to provide pertinent information on MNR’s
provincial interests, as expressed in the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS). This
package identifies a number of matters that should be addressed in the new
Official Plan. There will be a mapping product that will be submitted the spring
as a follow up to this package. For expediency we have also included a number
of matters that we recommend be considered when updating the municipality’s
zoning by-law. We would be pleased to have input into the Draft Official Plan as
soon as a draft becomes available.

On a provincial scale, the role of MNR in municipal planning changed with the
introduction of the One Window provincial planning system on April 1, 1996.
MNR is no longer involved in the review of individual development applications
but will continue to participate in input and review of new and updated Official
Plans, Comprehensive Zoning By-laws and non site specific amendments
thereto. MNR will also continue to provide “technical advice” on request to
municipal planning authorities regarding the interpretation of provincial policies
related to MNR’s mandate, as well as to provide general interpretation and
recommendations on the use of resource data, guidelines, and manuals.

Since MNR is no longer directly involved in the review of individual development
applications, it is extremely important that official plans, zoning by-laws and their
amendments be consistent with the PPS (see Appendix 1). In the case of the
Township of McNab Braeside, the Township’s OP will need to be consistent with
the County of Renfrew Official Plan (2003) as it is an upper tier OP, but will also
need to address issues not addressed in the County OP. It is advisable that the
Township’s OP address natural heritage issues in more detail then was possible
at the County level in order that the OP is consistent with the new PPS.

Eight reference manuals and materials are helpful tools for implementation of the
PPS in relation to MNR’s mandate. Some have been shared in the past, with the
Township and or the County of Renfrew Planning Department. We’ve enclosed
either a paper or digital copy of the following:

+ Non-Renewable Resources Training Manual - March 1997

+ Natural Heritage Reference Manual - June 1999 (to be provided)

+ Understanding Natural Hazards - 2001

* Natural Hazards Technical Manual — 1997

+ Development Application Review Manual - July 1999

» Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide - October 2000

» Ontario Biodiversity Strategy & Conservation Blueprint- MNR (to be

provided)

These documents are advisory in nature, and discuss a range of matters to be
addressed when considering the direction of the PPS. The manuals are intended
to be flexible and updated as technology or techniques are improved. As new
manuals are drafted in light of the new PPS, MNR and or MMAH will be sharing
those with the Municipality.

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Information The resource information that has been shared through the County of Renfrew

Transfer with the Township in the past includes known critical fish habitat mapping,
mapping of habitat areas of endangered and threatened species (where known),
significant wetlands, any known significant wildlife habitat (such as deer
wintering areas), Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI's), Provincial
Parks and Conservation Reserves, Aggregate Resource mapping, as well as
mapping of unstable slopes or leda clays.

Note that Aggregate Resource Mapping (CD) provided with this package has
been prepared based on mapping data provided by the Ontario Ministry of
Northern Development and Mines. This Mapping is discussed in more detail in
the following section.

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Importance
Of Aggregates

Provincial
Policy Statement

Adjacent Lands and
Separation Distances

Section 1 Non- Renewable
Resources

Mineral Aggregates

Mineral aggregates are a non-renewable resource. There are no substitute
resources that are available in the same quantity or at a similar reasonable cost.
All municipalities in Ontario possessing mineral aggregate resources share a
responsibility for ensuring that the use of the mineral aggregate deposits in their
jurisdiction is not impeded by inappropriate land use development. Aggregate
resource extraction should be considered an interim land use; rehabilitation
measures are used and, sites of extraction can be returned to a subsequent
productive use compatible with surrounding land uses (eg. golf courses,
residential development, recreational parks).

Policy 2.5 of the 2005 PPS requires municipalities to recognize and protect
mineral aggregate resources and existing operations. The term “mineral
aggregates” refers to gravel, sand, clay and shale and other materials prescribed
under the Aggregate Resources Act hat are suitable for construction, industrial,
manufacturing and maintenance purposes.

Generally, the intent of Policy 2.5 is to ensure that developed and undeveloped
mineral aggregate resources and existing operations will be protected from land
uses that could interfere with the current or future development of these
resources. Municipalities must ensure that incompatible land use development
does not occur in areas of significant mineral resources or adjacent to existing
operations so that they remain available to meet immediate or future needs.
Just some of the immediate needs for this resource is the ongoing twinning of
HWY 17, as well as increased rural development in the Township. Note that
there is relatively little unstarilized, accessible aggregate material left for
extraction within the township and many business operators are moving further
north west of Ottawa in search of material.

The PPS directs that protection from incompatible uses should be given to lands
adjacent to known deposits of mineral aggregate. To ensure compatibility
between pits and quarries and sensitive land uses (ex. Residential uses), in the
absence of site-specific studies, the concept of influence area (i.e. area within
which adverse effects such as noise, dust and impacts to water table may be
experienced) and adequate separation distances must be used. The MNR
recommends consideration of the following, which are consistent with Section 7
of the County of Renfrew Official Plan:
e An influence area of 150 meters from an existing pit, 300 meters from a
pit licensed to operate below the water table, and 500 meters from a
quarry operation.

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Current Mapping

Rehabilitation

Aggregate Licences

e Minimum separation distances between Mineral Aggregate Designations
(including existing operations) and other structural and or other land
uses sensitive to the above effects should be consistent with the above
influence areas.

The “Aggregate Resources Inventory of Renfrew County” dated 2000 is the most
recent comprehensive aggregate assessment for this area, and was previously
provided to the municipality through the County of Renfrew Planning
Department. This report identifies sand and gravel resource areas. This
mapping, provided to MNR by MNDM, forms the basis for the Aggregate
Resources Map MNR has submitted as Map 1. All sand and gravel resource
areas of primary and secondary significance are identified. These areas have
the greatest potential for quality mineral aggregate material, however several
sites have already been depleted or are in close proximity to existing
development which would preclude extraction of the resource. The active pits
and quarry licenses have also been updated. This information should be
carefully assessed, in conjunction with local knowledge of existing pits and
quarries, in order to confirm the level of resource significance and the
appropriate approach in the O.P.

MNR has also marked the location of materials of tertiary significance for the
Township’s consideration for the following reasons: there is relatively little
primary or secondary aggregate available for future extraction within the
Township; there is a growing demand for materials to sustain growth to the south
and within the Township.

Section 2.5.3.1 of the PPS requires progressive and final rehabilitation “to
accommodate subsequent land uses, to promote land use compatibility, and to
recognize the interim nature of extraction.” As all pit and quarry operations in
McNab/Braeside are required to be licensed under the Aggregate Resources
Act, rehabilitation is a requirement and is regulated by the Ministry of Natural
Resources.

The Township of McNab-Braeside is designated under the Aggregate Resources
Act. As such, the Ministry of Natural Resources plays a role in facilitating the
licensing process for pits and quarries on private land. However, municipal
zoning of private land aggregate operations need to be in line with the standards
under the Aggregate Resources Act.

The Township of McNab-Braeside has 0 Crown land pits authorized by
Aggregate Permit. There are also 12 private land pits and 3 private land
quarries in the Township, see below:

LICENCE # LOCATION PIT / QUARRY
14647 Pt. Lot 15, Con. Il Pit
14678 Pt. Lot 1, Con. IX Quarry
MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Official Plan
Recommendations
for

Aggregates

14860 Pt. Lot 15, Con. Il Pit
14861 Pt. Lot 26, Con. VI Pit
14865 Pt. Lot 15, Con Il Pit
14867 Pt. Lot 27, Con. VI Pit
14872 Pt. Lot 11, Con. lll Pit
14998 Pt. Lot 10, Con. IV Pit
15068 Pt. Lot 1, Con. IX Quarry
15355 Pt. Lot 17, Con. VI Pit
16168 Pt. Lot 9, Con. B Pit
16173 Pt. Lot 16, Con A Quarry
16356 Pt. Lots 9 & 10, Con. Pit
B
16365 Pt. Lot 4, Con. VI Pit
58838 Pt. Lot 23, Con. IV Pit

There are 0 pending Crown and 1 pending private land application for a new pit
or quarry site.

We recommend that Council ensure that the following are addressed in the OP:

1.

2.

Identify and protect legally existing pits and quarries, and significant
aggregate deposits from new or expanded incompatible land uses.

Include a policy that does not permit incompatible land uses and activities
both on site and adjacent to existing pits or quarries and significant
aggregate reserves. We recommend that ‘adjacent lands’ should be defined
as ‘lands within a minimum of 150 metres from sand and gravel deposits and
licensed pits, 300 meters from a pit licensed to operate below the water
table, and 500 meters from a quarry operation or bedrock deposits’.

Further, criteria such as the following should be included in the O.P. to guide

Council in determining if new non-aggregate related structural development

(eg. severances for residential Iots) in areas of, or adjacent to, significant

aggregate deposits would be appropriate:

i)  resource use or extraction would not be feasible; or

i) the proposed land use or development serves a greater long term public
interest; or

iiiy that the proposed development would not significantly preclude or
hinder the establishment of new operations or access to the resource;
and,

iv) issues of public health, public safety and environmental impact are
addressed.

We recommend that Council generally require a proponent of development in
significant aggregate reserves or_adjacent areas (as defined above) to
prepare a study to address each of the above criteria before approving any
changes in land use.

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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3. Permit wayside pits and quarries, portable asphalt plants and portable

concrete plants used on public agency contracts without an O.P. or zoning
amendment. MNR recognizes that it may be appropriate to require a
rezoning in areas of existing development or areas of environmental
sensitivity.

Include policy that requires legally existing pits and quarries to be recognized
in the comprehensive zoning by-law, and to require that new pits and
quarries require approval under an appropriate review mechanism such as a
re-zoning application.

Include a policy requiring that prior to any land use planning approvals or
development approvals which include any approvals under the Planning Act,
unlicensed existing pits be rehabilitated in a manner that is consistent with
the Standards under the Aggregate Resources Act.

Zoning By-law We recommend that Council ensure that the following are addressed in the
Recommendations comprehensive zoning by-law:

for
Aggregates

1.

Recognize and protect all legally existing pits and quarries in such a way that
these operations are a permitted activity with no incompatible uses or
activities permitted in the resource area or the adjacent lands.

Permit wayside pits and quarries, portable asphalt plants and portable
concrete plants used on public agency contracts in all zoning categories,
except in zones that recognize existing development or areas of particular
environmental sensitivity.

Place significant aggregate deposits in a zoning category, such as Extractive
Industrial Reserve, which prevents the sterilization of the resource from
incompatible uses.

Provide definitions of terms such as mineral aggregates, pits and quarries,
wayside pits and quarries, portable asphalt plants and portable concrete
plans that are compatible with definitions provided in the 2005 PPS and
Aggregate Resources Act.

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Importance of Natural
Heritage

Provincial
Policy Statement

Provincial
Significance

Local Interests

Section 2 Natural Heritage
Features and Areas

Natural heritage features and areas provide numerous economic, environmental
and social benefits. Collectively, they contribute to the conservation of biological
diversity — or biodiversity — and to the maintenance of the quality of our air, land
and water. The benefits of conserving natural heritage occur at local, regional
and broader scales, both on private and public lands.

Natural heritage features and areas provide ecological functions that are critical
to the survival of all species — including humans. Some of these ecological
functions include the provision of habitat, hydrological functions, nutrient and
energy cycling and storage, succession and disturbance functions, reproduction
and dispersal, landscape linkages and others. Locally, these areas help to
sustain a way of life that attracts people to live, work and recreate in the
municipality. The natural heritage and beauty of Renfrew County contribute
significantly to the appeal of the area to local and international tourists, seasonal
and year round residents.

Policy 2.1 of the 2005 PPS provides direction for the protection of natural
heritage features and areas. In the Township of McNab Braeside, these areas
and features include significant portions of the habitat of endangered and
threatened species, fish habitat, significant wetlands and significant wildlife
habitat.

The PPS introduces two concepts that are important to consider when updating
the Official Plan: significance and adjacent lands. The concept of significance is
central to the identification of all natural heritage features and areas, except fish
habitat (all fish habitat is protected under the federal Fisheries Act regardless of
significance). In the case of wetlands, the ultimate responsibility for confirming
significance of an area lies with MNR; MNR also has responsibility for
designating species as endangered or threatened. For all others, the ultimate
responsibility for identifying significance and for identifying potential habitat areas
belongs to the municipality, however, we have taken this opportunity to make
recommendations to you for your consideration.

Although this package focuses on matters of provincial interest, we are also
advising the municipality of some matters that may be of a local or regional
significance, and we recommend that the municipality incorporate policies for
their protection.

While many provincial natural heritage interests focus on those that are
provincially significant, the protection of natural heritage interests important to

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Adjacent Lands

Diversity and
Connectivity

the municipality is likely to go beyond the minimum standards established in the
PPS. Areas that are not determined to be provincially significant (in the context
of the PPS) may be considered regionally or locally significant and important to
local residents, community organizations, tourist industry of other sector.

In areas where there are no known provincially significant values or features, it is
important to consider the protection of regionally and locally significant areas in
order to conserve biodiversity. We recommend that Council consider the input of
community groups (such as, but not limited to, the MacNamara Field Naturalists,
Arnprior & District Fish and Game Club, etc) to ensure that the natural heritage
features important to local residents and businesses are incorporated into the
Official Plan. You may wish to refer to the Conservation Blue Print in Appendix
H as a reference.

Adjacent lands are addressed in Policy 2.1.6 in the PPS. The intent of
identifying adjacent lands is to ensure that there is consideration of the potential
negative impacts of development (which may be indirect or cumulative) in areas
adjacent to natural heritage values based upon an evaluation or consideration of
the ecological function of these areas. “Adjacent lands” must be recognized and
defined in the Official Plan to ensure that development in these areas does not
negatively impact the features or functions of the area to be protected.

"Adjacent lands” are the areas where the compatibility of a development
proposal must be considered and any potential impacts addressed. Generally,
adjacent lands are those areas that are contiguous to a specific natural heritage
feature or area where it is likely that development or site alteration would have a
negative impact. The extent of these areas may be based on recommendations
by the province (in the technical reference manuals) or on approaches applied
by the municipality to achieve the same objectives. This concept of adjacent
lands must be addressed for each of the natural heritage areas and features,
based on best available information and current scientific approaches as
recommended by the MNR. The extent of adjacent lands will differ slightly
depending on the species affected by planning proposals. For example, MNR
will provide Area of Concern Mapping that will generally identify known location
of endangered and threatened species, including any ‘adjacent land parcels’
(lots of record) in the immediately adjacent area, where a requirement for a site
specific assessment (ie. scoped EIS) in support development applications may
be triggered.

Section 2.1.2 of the PPS directs that the “diversity and connectivity of natural
features in an area and the long term ecological function and biodiversity of
natural heritage systems should be maintained, restored or, where possible,
improved, recognizing linkages between and among natural heritage features
and areas, surface water features and ground water features.” This directs the
protection of natural corridors (ex. Wildlife travel corridors) linking the various
significant ecological features. We recommend that during municipal plan
review, landscape strategies and plans such as ‘Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy’

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Quality and Quantity of
Water

Mapping and Site
Specific
Evaluation

and ‘Conservation Blueprint’ should be referred to as a reference (see Appendix
H).

Section 2.2 of the 2005 PPS addresses the need to protect, improve and restore
the quality and quantity of water by “identifying surface water features, ground
water features, hydrologic functions natural heritage features and areas which
are necessary for the ecological and hydrological integrity of the watershed”. It
supports maintaining linkages between these features and maintaining or
increasing the extent of vegetative and pervious surfaces. This holistic approach
to water quality and quantity protection must be considered where a natural
heritage area and feature has been identified. We recommend that during
municipal plan review, any local source water protection plans, subwatershed
plans, and the results of the Renfrew County Groundwater Study be considered.
We also recommend that for the purposes of this section of the PPS, Council
give consideration to functions such as filtration function of wetlands, ground
water and surface water interactions through fractured bedrock or karst
formations, and other similar processes in municipal plan review. More
information regarding this new section of the PPS is forthcoming from the
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. The Province, through MNR will
provide karst feature mapping that should be used in development of hazard
policies as well as policies for the protection of water quality and quantity as
mapping becomes available.

Potentially Significant Natural Heritage Values Mapping

While MNR will provide the most up-dated resource mapping of known natural
heritage values in the Spring, 2006, and while some areas have previously been
classified as critical or sensitive and provided as part of Area of Concern
mapping to the County, it is not possible to identify and map out all significant
natural heritage features across Renfrew County and the Township.
Additionally, not all significant natural heritage features are known. What MNR
will be able to share is a recommended map of potentially significant natural
heritage features where more focused or scoped assessment should be carried
out prior to development approvals taking place. Accordingly, based on
approaches in other areas of the province, we generally recommend that a site-
specific biological overview (ie. scoped EIS) should be carried out by a well-
rounded biologist (by the municipality through a planning consultant or by a
consultant on behalf of the applicant) before new planning approvals are given,
to determine the potential location of sensitive natural heritage areas and
features and to ensure impacts are mitigated. In particular, areas of endangered
or threatened species habitat and other significant wildlife habitat need to be
identified and or confirmed based on information provided by MNR in map
format, in order to protect them from incompatible development. This biologist
would determine whether more detailed site evaluation for a particular value or
species is warranted. For certain values, the more detailed assessment could
only be adequately carried out by a specialist (e.g. botanist, herpetologist,

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Importance of
Endangered and
Threatened Species

wetland specialist). MNR would be available for technical advice regarding such
assessments. The objective of the assessment would be to ensure that
appropriate mitigation is applied and impacts avoided, to ensure that Council will
make planning decisions that are consistent with the PPS.

Endangered and Threatened Species

The protection of significant habitat of endangered and threatened species is
necessary to slow or prevent their loss from Ontario. A number of species have
been listed in regulation under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act. MNR’s
"Vulnerable, Threatened, Endangered, Extirpated or Extinct Species of Ontario
List" was recently replaced by a “Species at Risk in Ontario List” which has up-
graded the status level of a number of species. The new list is the product of
complementary reviews and assessments that have been carried out at national
and provincial levels. It is MNR’s official species at risk list, as updated and
amended from time to time, therefore we encourage the Township to refer to it
regularly to obtain the most recent listing. It is available through
http://www.ontarioparks.com\saro-list.pdf. The following table lists the species
at risk that are known to occur or have a very high probability of occurring in the
Township, at the time of the drafting of this report. Also some background
details on the sensitivities of these species are provided.

Currently McNab Braeside Township has significant habitat for several species
of endangered and threatened status. The following background information on
each of these species is provided to assist Council. We would be pleased to
provide additional, more detailed information, possibly by way of a presentation
at Council’s request. We will provide a mapping product that will illustrate the
location of these species where there have been documented occurrences, as
well as the extent of habitat that is considered to be high potential habitat.

The following species must be recognized and addressed in the Official Plan, in
order to be consistent with the PPS, 2005. Additionally the OP must provide
protection for any newly listed species as the Species at Risk in Ontario List is
updated.

(* END = endangered, THR = threatened, R = regulated under Ontario’s Endangered Species Act)

Species At Risk applicable to
McNab Braeside

W Ontario Status (SARO) National Status (COSEWIC)

Wood Turtle

Loggerhead Shrike

Bald Eagle

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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About Endangered, and
Threatened Species

American Ginseng

Butternut

Wood Turtle

Golden Eagle END-R NAR
Peregrine Falcon END-R THR
Least Bittem THR THR
Eastern Spiny Softshell Turtle THR THR
Stinkpot (Musk Turtle) THR THR
Blanding's Turtle THR THR

American Ginseng

Wild ginseng is a slow growing plant found in moist, deciduous, mature forests
that are well shaded. It prefers sites with deep leaf litter over soils, but is also
successful on rocky, cool slopes.

It is important that protection is applied to known ginseng occurrences to
maintain forest crown closures or cover, and to prevent construction of roads
and homes within view of colonies. The locations of ginseng colonies are kept
strictly confidential to protect them from harvest.

American Ginseng is coveted for its medicinal properties and is at risk due to
over-harvest and loss of undisturbed forest habitat. At this time, the MNR is
working towards the regulation of American Ginseng under the Endangered
Species Act.

Butternut

Butternut is a tree species often found as part of rich, fresh mixed hardwood
forests. Young butternut trees will not survive if shaded from above and young
are most successful in forest stand openings or fields with little shade. Butternut
produces nuts for wildlife and contributes significantly to forest diversity,
particularly where black walnut is absent.

The wood is valued for furniture, paneling, specialty products, and carving. The
greatest threats to butternut populations is butternut canker which was
introduced from outside North America, and the loss of genetically strong or
resilient seed sources.

Butternut occurs locally primarily in the southern end of Renfrew County, McNab
included. It is important to protect individual trees and populations of butternut.

Wood Turtle

In the past the Wood Turtle inhabited significant portions of the North Eastern
US. The Wood Turtle is now threatened or endangered across much of its
range. These turtles are semi-aquatic and prefer lowland hardwood forests and
open wet meadows found near moderate to fast current streams and rivers with
sand or gravel bottoms. They rely on upland deciduous forest habitats adjacent
to rivers and streams in summer and frequently bask on adjacent lands. Alder
thickets associated with shorelines are important for juveniles. One of the
threats to successful reproduction is that nests are often heavily predated on.

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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Loggerhead Shrike

Bald Eagles

Other threats include heavy bank erosion, water pollution, and vehicular traffic,
and the pet trade.

Wood turtles have a strong association with clear water and may benefit from
watershed management aimed at reducing erosion and sedimentation. Also,
protection of shoreline buffers and consideration of nesting sites in planning
would benefit the population.

Loggerhead Shrike

Loggerhead Shrikes that breed in Canada migrate to southern locations in the
United States for the winter. Scientists estimate that fewer than 50 pairs of
Eastern Loggerhead Shrikes breed in Canada. Loggerhead shrikes have been
documented in the past to nest in the private agricultural areas of Renfrew
County.

Loggerhead Shrikes nest in agricultural areas such as pasture lands with
scattered hawthorn shrubs. Open country, thinly wooded or scrubby land with
clearings, meadows, pastures, shelterbelts, and thickets along roads and other
rights-of-way are preferred habitats. Areas of dense, ungrazed or lightly grazed
grassland are important habitats for potential prey (ie. food sources for the bird).
Loggerhead Shrikes feed mainly on insects, grasshoppers, beetles, and when
insects are harder to find, the shrikes consume mice, small birds, small snakes,
lizards, or frogs. Shrikes rely on dead tree branches or utility wires, from which
they can survey their territory and hunt. Loggerhead Shrikes return to breeding
areas used in the previous year.

Today, the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike faces extirpation in Canada—it may soon
no longer exist in the wild here. Its occupied breeding range has contracted
significantly in the last 20 years, and now there are only five widely separated
locations where a few dozen breeding pairs still can be found. A small
population has been documented in South Eastern Manitoba. It is not certain
why the number of Loggerhead Shrikes in Canada has continued to decline, but
predators include crows and feral cats. One serious factor is the long-term
changes in land use on breeding and wintering ranges. For example, in South
Eastern Ontario, a decrease in family farming and increase of suburban sprawl
has eliminated significant portions of suitable habitat. Other challenges for the
birds include fragmentation of forests and essential habitat and direct threats to
the birds which concentrate along remaining habitat such as roadsides.

Bald Eagles

Bald Eagles nest locally and are year-round residents to the area, primarily along
the Madawaska and Ottawa Rivers. Bald Eagles use a specific territory for
nesting, winter feeding or a year-round residence. Both adult and juvenile bald
eagles are commonly seen during the winter along open stretches of water along
the major river systems. They prefer large bodies of water and marshes where
there are plenty of fish to eat and tall trees for nesting and roosting. They build
large nests at the top of sturdy tall trees, expanding them as they return year
after year. Some nests reach sizes of more than 10 feet wide and can weigh
several tons. When a nest is destroyed by natural causes it is often rebuilt
nearby.
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Golden Eagle

Peregrine Falcon

Least Bittern

Bald Eagles were once very common throughout most of their North American
range. Their decline was caused primarily by humans. The mass shooting of
eagles, use of pesticides on crops, destruction of habitat, and contamination of
waterways and food all played a role in their decline. Although population trends
are positive in some parts of North America, the bald eagle is still of concern.

Golden Eagle

The golden eagles are one of North America's largest birds of prey, and Canada
is home to one of the several healthy populations. Golden Eagles are a rare fall
and winter visitor to the area and they do not breed in Renfrew County.

They generally occur in lightly forested areas or in forests with open areas
nearby. They prefer mountainous or hilly habitats, where upwind drafts help
these large birds to takeoff and soar. The Eagles’ food sources include rodents
and rabbits, but golden eagles will also take squirrels, coyotes, cranes, swans,
immature peregrine falcons, snakes, frogs and fish.

Like many other predators, the golden eagle has been persecuted by man to the
point that their numbers have declined dramatically. In the past, eagles were
often blamed for attacks on domesticated animals and although they might
occasionally attack one of these animals, the damage was greatly exaggerated.
As a result many thousands of both golden and bald eagles were shot and killed.
Also, eagles have suffered from loss of habitat, especially the large wilderness
areas it takes to support them.

Peregrine Falcon

Historically, the peregrine falcon’s range took in most of North America. At
present there are 56 pairs of Peregrine Falcon in Ontario with the majority
occurring on natural cliff ledges in the north. Twelve of the 56 pairs are found on
city buildings or other structures at urban locations in the south. In Renfrew
County, there are currently two known occupied breeding territories in addition to
at least two historical nesting sites. It is expected that as this species continues
its population recovery in Ontario, additional nesting sites on existing natural cliff
environments will become established.

Peregrines depend on a wide variety of open habitats, including sparse forests,
wetlands and beaver meadows. Peregrines choose a site which has an isolated
protected spot for nesting near good hunting grounds, most of the time this is a
cliff or rocky outcrop. Although rare, Peregrines in some areas have been known
to nest in abandoned tree nests or cavities, and have even been documented to
nest on the ground in bogs where they are as safe from predators as they would
be on a cliff. They specialize on taking small birds mid-flight. Peregrines nesting
in natural habitats are very sensitive to new disturbances during the nesting
season. It is therefore important to consider this sensitivity in location and timing
of development.

Least Bittern

Least Bittern is a secretive marshland bird, preferring large areas of emergent
marsh habitats with open water. For the purposes of mitigating impact to its
habitat, protection should be given to shoreline buffers and setbacks for
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Eastern Spiny
Softshell Turtle

Stinkpot Turtle
(Musk Turtle)

Blanding’s Turtle

structures planned near the water. Wetlands should also be protected from
alteration such as filling, draining or large scale vegetation removal.

Eastern Spiny Softshell Turtle

The Spiny Soft-shell Turtle is restricted to the Ottawa River and shores. For the
purposes of mitigating impact to its habitat, protection should be given to
shoreline buffers and setbacks for structures planned near the water. Wetlands
should also be protected from alteration such as filling, draining or large scale
vegetation removal.

Stinkpot Turtles

Stinkpot Turtles are highly aquatic, preferring to live in shallow, slow-moving
water. The local population of these turtles can be found in marshes and lakes,
both inland and on islands, primarily associated with watercourses flowing into
the Ottawa River. They are also found along the shoreline, in shallow vegetated
back bays, and vegetated streams. Aquatic vegetation such as reeds and lily
pads, and a mucky bottom to bury in, are important components of the Stinkpot
Turtle’s habitat. Since these turtles often walk along the bottom of aquatic
habitats rather than swim, generally only the domed carapace is visible, with the
rest buried in the mucky bottom.

Stinkpot Turtles are at risk because of the destruction of critical habitat, including
drainage of wetlands, fragmentation of wetlands, and the development of
shorelines, including roads. Increased motorboat traffic and intense fishing also
contribute to mortality. These turtles have extremely low reproductive rates.

Blanding’s Turtle

Renfrew County may be one of the remaining strongholds left in Canada for this
species. Blanding’s Turtles are found inland and on the Ottawa River shoreline
in McNab Township; those found around the shorelines prefer a habitat of
shallow weedy water, but, can also be found in shallow sandy or mucky bays.
The turtles found inland prefer marshes, bogs, ponds and streams. Juvenile
Blanding’s Turtles prefer a habitat with lots of overgrown vegetation that provides
cover. This turtle is strongly aquatic with females leaving the water to nest during
the spring.

The greatest threat faced by Blanding’'s Turtles is the destruction of habitat. This
includes shoreline development, drainage of wetlands, building of roads,
fragmentation of wetlands, and the development of critical habitat. Blanding’s
Turtles are often killed on roads, as the females search for a nesting site. It is
crucial to protect nest sites from disturbance and to minimize turtles from being
crushed by heavy equipment or other vehicles, particularly during the nesting
season.
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Provincial Policy
Statement

Identify and Protect Sites

Official Plan
Recommendations
For Endangered and
Threatened Species

Policy 2.1.3(a) of the PPS directs that new development and site alteration not
be permitted in significant habitat of endangered and threatened species; this
policy does not provide for flexibility with a consultant’s report within this habitat.
Although a consultants report may provide additional information to more
accurately map the ‘significant habitat of endangered species and threatened
species’ this new mapping is subject to MNR review and approval.

The municipality should apply the “Species at Risk in Ontario List” designations
to implement this section of the PPS (refer to current SAR Ontario list available
online).

Policy 2.1.6 requires that development and site alternation not be permitted on
lands adjacent to significant habitat of endangered and threatened species
unless the ecological function of the adjacent lands has first been evaluated and
this evaluation has demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts on the
natural features or their ecological functions. MNR recommends that “adjacent”
lands will differ for each of the species of endangered or threatened status.
Species-specific distances will be identified on mapping (to include significant
habitat) and will be provided by MNR in the near future.

Within the Township of McNab Braeside, there are currently a number of known
sites of endangered or threatened species. Additional sites may be identified as
site evaluations for individual development proposals are carried out and as new
inventories are completed. When this occurs, Council must take appropriate
steps to ensure that the significant habitat of these species are protected as this
information is made available to the municipality. Also, please contact the
Ministry of Natural Resources to confirm the information and receive “technical
advice” on whether it is possible to mitigate potential negative impacts. In some
instances it may not be necessary to require studies provided that the proposal
is minimal in nature and appropriate mitigation measures can be implemented
as conditions of approval and addressed as part of the planning process with
MNR input.

We recommend that Council ensure that the following are addressed in the OP:

1) Include a general policy that indicates Council’s support for the protection of
endangered and threatened species, such as “Council recognizes the
importance and value of the endangered and threatened species in the
municipality and supports protection of the species and their habitat”’. Such a
statement may be added to a section dealing with the overall objectives of
the plan and could include a general statement about all environmentally
sensitive areas.

2) Include a specific policy indicating that development, including site alteration
will not be permitted in significant habitat of endangered and threatened
species. This policy should also apply when new habitats are identified
through evaluations of individual proposals, as species are listed on the
SAROQO list by the province, and as databases and supporting mapping
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Importance of
Wetlands

Provincial Policy
Statement

becomes updated and shared with the municipality (ie. through the County of
Renfrew).

3) Include a specific policy generally requiring an over-view assessment for new
development proposals to confirm whether the ‘high potential endangered
species habitat’ (will be recommended as significant wildlife habitat) in fact
contains endangered and threatened species. Where habitat exists, a more
detailed site assessment should be required to provide information on current
habitat conditions and potential mitigation measures, if appropriate. MNR
should be consulted for technical advice regarding contents and breadth of
assessments or EIS’s prior to their preparation.

Wetlands

Wetlands are an important natural resource. The ecological, social and
economic benefits that can be attributed to wetlands are substantial. Wetlands
maintain and improve water quality; help control flooding; provide habitat for fish
and wildlife; provide conditions for a wide variety of vegetation (including rare
and unusual species); and contribute to the substantial social and economic
benefits such as hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing and appreciation of nature in
general. A fact sheet and tabloid have been provided with this package which
contain further information profiling the benefits and values of wetlands.

Section 2.1.3(b) of the 2005 PPS directs that new development and site
alteration shall not be permitted in significant wetlands in this area of the
Province. The Township is located in Ecoregion 5E and 6E for the purposes of
the PPS. Note that the current OP provisions allow for development in PSW’s if
supported by an EIS that determines no negative impacts to the features and
functions. This policy must change to be consistent with the current PPS.

Section 2.1.4 of the PPS directs that development and site alteration shall not be
permitted on lands adjacent to these wetlands unless there has been an
evaluation and “it has been demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts
on the natural features or their ecological functions”. MNR’s Natural Heritage
Reference Manual recommends that all lands within 120 metres of a provincially
significant wetland be considered adjacent lands. The County of Renfrew
Official Plan, 2003 defines adjacent lands as those within 120 meters of an
evaluated wetland. The O.P. and the Zoning By-law must indicate that there
shall be no new development or site alteration permitted in provincially significant
wetlands, and that no development or site alteration shall be permitted on
adjacent lands unless it can be demonstrated that no negative impacts will occur
(ie. through an adequate EIS). Additionally the PPS does provide for the
protection of locally and regionally significant wetlands, which we encourage
Council to act on.

There are three provincially significant wetlands (PSW’s) within the Township of
McNab Braeside that have been confirmed at this time: Horton Lake / Deil’'s Lake
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Other Weftlands

Official Plan
Recommendations
For Wetlands

PSW, Donnelly’s Lake PSW, White Lake Fen PSW. Some details were
provided for these wetlands in previous correspondence. These PSW’s have
been identified and evaluated using the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System —
Northern Manual. Detailed mapping of these wetlands was previously provided
to the municipality through the County of Renfrew; additional information can be
provided upon request.

Note that mapped boundaries as they appear in the evaluations may not be
exactly precise or accurate as boundaries of vegetation communities change
with time. It is therefore important that the OP provide for consideration of minor
updates or adjustments to the wetland evaluations and boundaries as soon as
they are provided to the Township.

The Stewartville Cedar Swamp is also an evaluated wetland that is of
considerable value, especially considering that it is located entirely on private
land and situated so close to Stewartville, a high growth area in the Township.
Note that wetland evaluations are open files and information may be updated,
including a wetland’s significance, resulting in updates to planning documents.
There are most likely many other wetlands in the Township that would score as
provincially significant if evaluations were carried out. Given the wide range of
values that wetlands in general provide, including critical habitat for numerous
threatened species, species of special concern, and other significant wildlife, and
that the PPS encourages all wetlands to be protected, MNR recommends that
the municipality commit to protect all wetlands from incompatible development
(mapped and unmapped).

We recommend that Council ensure that the following are addressed in the OP:

1) Include a general policy recognizing the importance of wetlands in general,
and supporting their protection in the municipality. Such a statement may be
added to a section dealing with the overall objectives of the plan and could
include a general statement about all environmentally sensitive areas.

2) The three provincially significant wetlands must have specific designations
and associated policy recognizing that these complexes of wetlands have
been evaluated as provincially significant. No development or site alteration
can be permitted within these wetlands.

3) Include a policy that requires the assessment of negative impacts by a
qualified wetland specialist before approval is given for the development
(including consent for severance) or site alteration (including building
permits) of lands adjacent to any provincially significant wetland. MNR
recommends that lands within at least 120 metres of these wetlands should
be considered adjacent lands unless a site specific evaluation proves that an
alternate width would be appropriate. In this area, any development proposal
must be accompanied by an adequate EIS, prepared by a qualified
consultant biologist or ecologist, in consultation with the MNR, which shows
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Zoning By-law
Recommendations
For Wetlands

4)

S)

6)

7

that no negative impacts (direct, indirect, and cumulative) will result from the
development.

We encourage the municipality to adopt a site alteration by-law, as provided
for under the provisions of Section 142 of the Municipal Act, 2001. Such a
by-law can prohibit or regulate “the placing or dumping of fill” amongst other
matters. It is our view that such a by-law would be very helpful in ensuring
that property owners do not place fill in provincially significant wetlands,
enhancing the level of protection that municipal zoning can provide. This
would be a proactive step to protect ground water quality within the
Township.

We encourage the Township to include all other wetlands in a designation
that would protect them from incompatible development and alteration. We
recognize that in some cases wetlands will be placed in the same
designation that deals with flood hazards or development constraints.
Wetlands can generally be identified through the interpretation of air
photographs, however the Township could offer protection to all wetland
regardless of weather they are mapped.

Include a provision that acknowledges all newly identified and evaluated
wetlands (and updates to existing evaluations) as significant natural heritage
features, without a need for an official plan amendment.

Include definitions of ‘development’ and ‘site alteration’ that are consistent
with the PPS.

We recommend that Council ensure that the following are addressed in the
comprehensive zoning by-law:

1)

2)

3)

4)

The three provincially significant wetlands must be placed in a zoning
category that prohibits new development.

The lands adjacent (ie. at least 120 m ) to the three provincially significant
wetlands must be placed in a non-development zone that requires the site
specific consideration of negative impacts before new development in these
lands is permitted (ex. Environmental Impact Assessment).

We encourage the municipality to place all wetlands in a zoning category that
prohibits new development and alteration. We recognize that in some cases
wetlands will be placed in the same zoning category that deals with flood
hazards or development constraints.

Include definitions of ‘development’ and ‘site alteration’ that are consistent
with the PPS.
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Importance of
Significant Wildlife
Habitat

Financial benefits to
local economy

Provincial Policy
Statement

Significant Wildlife Habitat

The provision of wildlife habitat is one of the primary ecological functions of
natural heritage features and areas. The protection and management of wildlife
habitat is fundamental to the maintenance of self-sustaining populations of
wildlife, and thus, to biodiversity and human well being. The fragmentation of
wildlife habitat through indiscriminate development will lessen the value of the
habitat, and will also result in the loss of wildlife opportunities, such as
recreational viewing and hunting that in our view are important in the Township
of McNab Braeside and County wide.

For example, in 2004 alone, there were approximately 13,840 resident deer
hunters harvesting deer in Renfrew County. On average each hunter spent
reported spending approximately $460 during the hunting season. This
translates to an approximate influx of $6,344,700 annually to the local economy
(ie. fuel, lodging and equipment) in Renfrew County. In addition, there were also
approximately 140 non-resident deer hunters harvesting during the gun season,
who on average spent approximately $800 each for a total of over $111,500
annually in benefits to the local economy.

The Municipality of McNab Braeside is located in Wildlife Management Unit
(WMU) 59. There are approximately 3, 400 resident and 34 non resident hunters
which hunt deer annually in the WMU 59. The annual harvest ranges between
1500 and 1700 animals. The average harvest alone for the Township is 106
animals annually. This is a significant number of animals given the available
habitat in the area. This equates to approximately 315 hunters hunting the
Township for an estimated $144,000 to the local economy.

A copy of MNR’s Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide (October 2002) is
enclosed. A copy was previously provided to the municipality directly or through
the County of Renfrew, in 2002, including a CD of the appendices to the guide.
This Guide, including important appendices should be used to delineate
significant wildlife habitat. This task is the responsibility of the approval
authority, however the MNR is taking the opportunity to make some
recommendations or in assisting the Township to accomplish this. Another
reference that will be provided for Council is an updated list of sensitive species
and habitats, including provincially significant species, provincially and site
regionally significant wetland dwelling species, and Regionally (County wide)
rare flora fauna. This resource is being used to help staff in drafting mapping
with known and high potential significant wildlife habitat which will be shared with
the Town in the spring.

Policy 2.1.4(d) of the PPS directs that new development and site alteration in
and adjacent to significant wildlife habitat should only be permitted if it has first
been demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts on the natural features
or the ecological functions for which the area is identified.
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Significance

Wildlife habitat is defined as areas where plants, animals and other organisms
live, and find adequate amounts of food, water, shelter and space needed to
sustain their populations and includes the following:

Seasonal Concentration Area (SCA) - areas where animals occur in relatively
high densities at specific periods in their life cycle and/or in particular seasons.
Impacts which occur at sites of seasonal concentration have the potential to
affect wildlife populations well beyond the site level.

Rare or Specialized Habitat (RSH) - rare vegetation communities (prairies,
alvars, savanna, etc.) or habitats which satisfy specific life requirements of
animals (i.e mineral licks, aquatic feeding areas, etc.). Elimination of these rare
or specialized habitats from the landscape reduces the quality of wildlife habitat.
In some cases the loss of these features may result in the total loss of habitat
function for the species of concern.

Movement Corridor (MC) - habitat which links two or more wildlife habitats that
are critical to the maintenance of a population of a particular species. Many
wildlife populations depend on the process of dispersal to move individuals
among sub-populations scattered throughout the landscape. Movement of
animals serves to prevent inbreeding which results in less variation in the genetic
makeup of the population. Populations with low genetic diversity are less able to
adapt to changing environmental conditions and hence are more prone to
extinction. In addition, otherwise suitable yet unoccupied habitat which is not
linked to surrounding occupied habitat is likely to remain unoccupied because
animals simply cannot reach the area.

Habitat of Species of Conservation Concern (HSCC) - includes significant
portions of the habitat of species that are rare, substantially declining or have a
high percentage of their global populations in Ontario. Since these species are
living at low density, often in small localized areas, they are prone to extinction
following relatively minor habitat disturbances. Many of the species in this group
are intolerant of human activity. This presents a great challenge to mitigation.

The guides and references discussed above should be used to consider which
areas or features in the Township constitute significant wildlife habitat. MNR
recommends that ‘significant wildlife habitat’ includes areas that are ecologically
important in terms of features, functions, representation or amount, and
contributing to the quality and diversity of an identifiable geographic area or
natural heritage system. Natural heritage systems are made up of natural
heritage features and areas, linked by natural corridors which are necessary to
maintain biological and geological diversity, natural functions, viable populations
of indigenous species and ecosystems. These systems can include lands that
have been restored and areas with the potential to be restored to a natural state.
MNR will be providing resource mapping which will illustrate the Ministry’s
expectation of the areas that have high potential and those that are known to be
significant wildlife habitat based on best available information and current
science as well as the above technical references, for consideration and use by
the Township.
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Types of Significant In the Township of McNab Braeside, there are many known types of significant
?/”d”fe Habitat in wildlife habitats. It is our intent to provide mapping to illustrate documented and
ownship high probability habitats. Note that due to the limited wildlife habitat
assessments that have occurred in the Township, there would also be
substantial areas of significant wildlife habitat that are currently not known. It is
therefore important that the OP provide for the evaluation of significant wildlife

habitat potential before new planning approvals are given.

The following are the types of significant wildlife habitat known to occur in the
Township:
A) Seasonal Concentration Areas:

o Deer yards, heronries, gull and tern colonies, bullfrog concentration
areas, waterfowl staging and stop over areas, hibernacula (bat and
reptile)

B) Rare or Specialized Habitats:

e Springs and seeps, old grown forests, forest with interior habitat,
moose calving areas, mineral licks for deer and moose, denning sites,
cliffs and steep rock faces

e A list of rare vegetation communities known to occur and with high
probability of occurrence will be provided (will be included in

Appendix)
C) Movement Corridors:
o Wildlife migration corridors
D) Habitat of Species of Conservation Concern:

o A list of species of conservation concern (including those of “special
concern” as per the SARO list) and their habitat, known to occur and

with high probability of occurrence will be provided.

The MNR is committed to providing regular updates to the information and
mapping regarding the above to help the Township ensure that Planning Act
decisions will be consistent with the Significant Wildlife Habitat directives in the
PPS.

Deer Yard Habitat

Winter Deer Habitat We recommend that in the Township of Mc Nab Braeside, core winter deer
habitat be considered significant wildlife habitat. Winter deer habitat provides
shelter and food for deer during the winter months and is critical to their survival
in the area. Deer wintering habitat is characterized by dense, mature conifer
forests, with ready access to young hardwood growth suitable for browsing. This
habitat is very significant to the deer population because deer herds congregate
and are confined within these forest stands, when they are most stressed and
vulnerable. Also, the deer winter habitat generally represents the best quality
forest habitat remaining in the Township. Removal of significant amounts of
critical conifer cover reduces the winter carrying capacity of an area for deer,
which is the number of deer that an area can support throughout the winter.
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Mapping

Adjacent Lands

Official Plan
Recommendations
For Winter Deer
Habitat

Mapping showing confirmed significant deer wintering habitat will be provided as
a follow up to this report. This mapping is based on inventories carried out over
the winters of 2001 and 2003 and is the best information that is available at this
time. MNR will continue to provide updated mapping as it becomes available.
There may exist within the limits of mapped deer wintering areas, small areas
that are not suitable to support deer in the winter (ex. Open fields, areas where
cover has been fragmented, areas with large mature deciduous stands of forest
that are not close to conifer cover and do not provide food or areas where
significant development already exists and has changed the landscape making it
unsuitable for deer winter habitat). Development may be appropriate in those
locations provided that appropriate mitigation measures are required as part of
the application and or approval process. Otherwise it may be necessary for the
Township to require that a report, prepared by a qualified specialist, support the
planning application, indicating that no negative impacts would result on the
habitat values.

In general, all “adjacent lands” are considered to be within the areas that have
been mapped as winter deer habitat.

We recommend that Council ensure that the following are addressed in the OP:

1) Include a general policy recognizing the value of wildlife and supporting the
protection of significant wildlife habitat, such as: “Council recognizes the
importance and value of wildlife and supports the protection of significant
wildlife habitat”. Such a statement may be added to a section dealing with
the overall objectives of the plan and could include a general statement
about all environmentally sensitive areas.

2) ldentify the location of winter deer habitat on a resource map or schedule to
the OP and recognize it as a constraint to development where mitigation
measures will need to be incorporated into planning act applications and or
approvals, based on scoped assessments. Also the OP should recognize
that as habitat quality and wildlife use patterns change, any changes or
updates to the mapping will be recognized without a need to amend the OP.

3) New lot creation in deer wintering habitat areas should generally only occur if
each new lot has a general minimum lot size of 90 metres wide by 90 metres
deep (8100 msqg= 2.0 acres) .The removal of vegetation and residential
landscaping should be minimized. Wildlife habitat assessment may be
required to properly locate new development and site alteration (buildings,
driveways) to ensure that no negative impacts occur, depending on site
conditions. Alternate lot sizes may be appropriate if an evaluation prepared
by a qualified specialist has indicated that winter deer habitat does not exist
or will not be impacted.
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Zoning By-law
Recommendations
For Winter Deer
Habitat

Species of
Conservation Concern
And other Significant
Wildlife Habitat

Where No Information
Exists

4) Include a mechanism (such as site plan control or subdivider's agreements)
in winter deer habitat to minimize and control the removal of vegetation for
buildings, site alteration or accessory activities such as landscaping.

We recommend that Council ensure that the following are addressed in the
comprehensive zoning by-law:

e Ensure that the minimum lot frontage and depth requirements for new lots
are 90 metres each.

Species of Conservation Concern

MNR recommends that the habitats of species of “conservation concern” and
sensitive species be considered as significant wildlife habitat. Species of
“conservation concern” are listed in MNR’s Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO)
list. The most up to date list, available through the MNR’s website, should be
referred to when making planning decisions. Other sensitive species with
significant habitat requiring protection as well as a variety of rare plants could
also be found in the Township and require protection from development. These
habitats include provincially significant species, provincially and site regionally
significant wetland dwelling species, and Regionally (County wide) rare flora
fauna. A list of all these species is available through the MNR and will be
provided with the mapping product.

The location of known significant habitat of the species discussed above will be
depicted in a general way on the mapping to be provided. Due to the sensitive
nature of these habitats, the actual location and identification of the species
should remain confidential in order to protect them. When development is
proposed near these sites, please contact the MNR for more detailed
information. MNR staff will provide the level of detail of the specific location and
sensitivity as required, any necessary assessments, and can also provide
technical advice on appropriate measures to protect the habitat.

Most sites of significant habitat, in particular those of species of special concern
and other sensitive species are not known and therefore mapping will not be
available. Therefore we strongly recommend that the municipality generally
require a scoped site-specific assessment for potential natural heritage values
before new planning approvals are granted. In this way, areas of significant
wildlife habitat can be identified when site evaluations are carried out for new
development.

The Official Plan should include a policy that recognizes any newly added or
confirmed areas of significant wildlife habitat as this information is provided to
the Municipality (through the County of Renfrew).
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Adjacent Lands

Official Plan
Recommendations
For Species of
Conservation Concern
and Other Significant
Wildlife

Habitat

The MNR recommends that generally a minimum width of 50 metres adjacent to
habitat of species of concern or other sensitive species be considered in
determining whether development will have a negative impact. However,
depending on the type of significant wildlife habitat that exists, a greater or lesser
width could be required. We encourage the Township to contact the MNR for
technical advice regarding adjacent lands and impacts.

Policy 2.1.5 directs that no new development or site alteration should occur on
“adjacent” lands unless a site evaluation of the ecological function of the
adjacent lands has first determined that there will be no negative impacts on the
natural features of ecological functions of the value.

We recommend that Council ensure that the following are addressed in the OP:

1) Include a general policy recognizing the value of wildlife and supporting the
protection of significant wildlife habitat, such as: “Council recognizes the
importance and value of wildlife and supports the protection of significant
wildlife habitat”. Such a statement may be added to a section dealing with
the overall objectives of the plan and could include a general statement
about all environmentally sensitive areas.

2) ldentify the general location of known habitat of species of conservation
concern and other significant wildlife habitat on resource maps (ie. As
overlays to the Schedules) and incorporate policy to contact MNR for
technical advice when development or site alteration occurs near these
features. An assessment may be required and or conditions of development
may need to be implemented in these areas. Also the OP should recognize
that as habitat quality and wildlife use patterns change, the mapping will be
updated without a need to amend the OP.

3) Include a policy that generally requires applications to be supported by a
scoped site-specific assessment in areas identified to have potential to be
significant wildlife habitat. If significant wildlife values are found, in some
instances more detailed assessment may be required and or conditions of
development may need to be implemented. MNR may be contacted for
technical advice regarding assessments and proposed mitigation measures.

4) Include a policy that generally requires applicants to provide detailed/quality
information regarding natural heritage features during the application
process.

5) Include a policy ensuring appropriate development controls to protect
seasonal concentration areas, rare or specialized habitat, wildlife movement
corridors, the habitat of species of conservation concern and species of
special concern.
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Importance of Fish
Habitat

Financial benefits to
local economy

6) Include a policy that natural corridor linkages will generally be protected in
order to maintain, restore and/ or improve the diversity and connectivity of
natural features and the long-term ecological function and biodiversity of
natural heritage systems.

Fish Habitat

Lakes, rivers, streams, ponds and many wetlands provide fish habitat.
Intermittent and seasonally flooded areas can also provide important habitat for
some fish species at certain times of the year. In addition, in-water structures
such as logs, stumps and other woody debris, pools and riffle areas, riparian and
aquatic vegetation and ground water recharge/discharge areas also provide
habitat. Habitat includes the watercourses that act as corridors that allow fish to
move from one area to another; fish habitat provides food, cover and conditions
for successful reproduction and support of their life cycle. Maintaining healthy
fish habitat will help maintain healthy fish populations and good water quality,
resulting in significant social and economic benefits to local communities.

The following example illustrates how maintaining the integrity of fisheries and
habitat through sound municipal planning results in direct economic benefits to
the surrounding community. Examining angling activity in the County of
Renfrew, there are an estimated 104,420 anglers in total, 92,575 resident, and
11,845 non resident that rely annually on local waters bodies (ex. Major rivers
such as the Madawaska River, Ottawa, Bonnechere, their creeks, tributaries and
lakes).

Based on the 2000 Survey of Recreational Fishing in Canada by the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the direct expenditure by resident anglers in
Ontario is $533.00 per year per angler. Non-Ontario residents spend $794.00
per year and non-Canadians approximately $1072.00 per year per angler.

Given these figures, resident anglers contribute a total of more than $49,342,000
yearly to the local economy in Renfrew County. Expenditures of anglers who
reside outside of Ontario lead to some $11,050,400 in yearly financial benefit to
Renfrew County, including McNab Braeside.

Although precise statistics are not available on a Township basis, there are
significant angling spin off benefits to McNab Braeside. As an example, there
are 5 baitfish harvesters in the Township that entirely support or supplement
their income from their harvest areas. They rely directly on the streams, creeks,
ponds, lakes and rivers found within the Township. The approximate direct
benefits of these businesses to the local economy equals over $71,400 annually.

It is a fact that both the Ottawa River and Madawaska River systems provide
exceptional fishing opportunities and therefore are huge attractants for local and
non resident anglers and tourism in general. It is essential to maintain fish
habitat in these waterbodies and to protect the tributaries and creeks that drain
into them.

MNR Resource Information Package Twp. McNab Braeside
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