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Kannakko, Kris (MNR)

From: Gaweda, Joanna (MNR)

Sent: February 27, 2006 11:49 AM

To: Anne McVean

Cc: Coulson, Daryl (MNR); Moreau, Paul (MNR)

Subject: FW: DRAFT Significant Wildlife Habitat Table for local use

Attachments: DraftSign Wild Hab Table RenfrewEcoregion 6E 27Feb2006.doc

Anne,

You phoned last week regarding further information re. the McNab OP for you and Larry to use at the
Issues and Options Stage. Please see attachment from Daryl Coulson. This draft document is a
reference for you and Larry to use if you are questioned on the Significant Wildlife Habitat portion of
the PPS or issues related to this. Note that Daryl is developing this product to apply to all of Renfrew
County, therefore certain rows or components will not apply to McNab (see blank rows/columns).
Daryl is building on work being done by our Regional staff. This is the best we have based on existing
information, guides, etc. We recommend that this not be distributed to Council, but may be used in
support of discussion around natural heritage feature issues.

We are working on a draft map for you to use do develop a sig.wild hab. section in the draft OP. At this
time the product is not yet in a format that would be helpful for you or council. I estimate that it will
still take a few weeks before we can share it with you and council. Maybe we could set up a meeting a
couple of weeks prior to Larry finalizing the Draft OP, to discuss the mapping at that time?? At that
time we’ll be able to share an updated shapefile with habitat of endangered and threatened species as
well.

Also the Federation of Ontario Naturalists has a publication (available through their website I believe)
regarding the alvar habitats in the McNab area. Daryl recommended that you may wish to contact them
for a copy.

I apologize for the delay in getting back to you.
Joanna Gaweda

District Planner

Pembroke District

Ministry of Natural Resources
31 Riverside Drive
Pembroke, ON

K8A 8R6

ph. 613.732.5522

fx. 613.732.2972

From: Coulson, Daryl (MNR)

Sent: Monday, February 27, 2006 11:08 AM

To: Gaweda, Joanna (MNR)

Cc: Baker, Tania (MNR); Punt, Kirby (MNR)

Subject: RE: DRAFT Significant Wildlife Habitat Table for local use

With attachment this time!
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Daryl Coulson

District Ecologist

Pembroke District

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
31 Riverside Drive

Pembroke ON KB8A 8R6

(Fax) 732-2972

613-732-5563

From: Coulson, Daryl (MNR)

Sent: Monday, February 27, 2006 11:07 AM

To: Gaweda, Joanna (MNR)

Cc: Baker, Tania (MNR); Punt, Kirby (MNR)

Subject: DRAFT Significant Wildlife Habitat Table for local use

This is built upon John Boos and company draft for 6E.
Some modifications have been made and need to be made for local application.

For discussion on Wednesday morning.

Daryl Coulson

District Ecologist

Pembroke District

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
31 Riverside Drive

Pembroke ON KB8A 8R6

(Fax) 732-2972

613-732-5563
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E 1

SCHEDULE 1.0 Renfrew County - Ecoregion 6E; IDENTIFICATION OF SWH

The Schedules are designed to provide the criteria for identifying candidate significant wildlife habitat within the
designated Eco-region 6E portion of Renfrew County. Tables 1.1 through 1.4 within the Schedules provide guidance for
candidate SWH for the four categories of SWH as primarily outlined within OMNR (2000 and 2000a) for Eco-region 6E.
The Schedules, including description of wildlife habitat, wildlife species and the criteria provided for determining Candidate
SWH are based on science and expert knowledge. The information within these schedules will require periodic updating
to keep pace with changes to wildlife species being listed as Species at Risk or as new science information becomes
available on certain wildlife habitats. Therefore, MNR will need to review and update these schedules and provide
addendums on a regular basis (ie. every 3-5 years).

Criteria For Significant Wildlife Habitat in Renfrew County portion of EcoRegion 6E

1. 1 Seasonal Concentration Areas

Seasonal Concentration Areas are areas where wildlife species occur in numbers at certain times of the year, sometimes
highly concentrated within relatively small areas. In spring and autumn, migratory wildlife species will concentrate where
they can rest and feed. Other wildlife species require habitats where they can survive winter. Examples of Seasonal
Concentration Areas include deer wintering areas, breeding bird colonies and hibernation sites for reptiles (OMNR 2000).
Table 1.1 outlines which Seasonal Concentration Areas constitute Candidate SWH.

Table 1.1 Seasonal Concentration Areas for Wildlife Species

Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria

Waterfowl American Black Duck Fields with sheet water during Studies carried out and verified presence

Stopover and goghe? Pintail Spring (mid March to May). of an annual concentration of any listed

Staging Areas Bﬁl:;mged Teal ¢ Fields flooding during spring species:

(Terrestrial) Green winged Teal melt and run-off provide e Aggregation of 100 or more of listed

important invertebrate foraging species (except Canada Goose)

Canada Goose habitat for migrating waterfowl. required, and/or aggregations of 500
Cackling Goose e Anecdotal information from the or more of Canada Goose required

A0088103_3-000548



Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E

Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria

Brant landowner or adjacent and/or 10 or more Swans.

Tundra Swan landowners may be good e Annual use of habitat is documented
Rationale; information in determining from information sources or field
Rare habitat, occurrence. studies (annual can be based on study
important to Sites documented through or determined anecdotally).
migrating waterfowl planning processes o Agricultural fields with waste grains
waterfowl, (eg. EHJV implementation plan)

particularly areas
associated with

are commonly used by waterfowl,
these are not considered SWH.

significant
flyways.
Waterfowl Am. Green-winged Teal Ponds, marshes, lakes, bays, Studies carried out and verified presence
Stopover and Am. Black Duck coastal inlets, and watercourses | of:
Staging Areas N. Pintail used during migrati e Habitat used lly duri
N. Shoveller g migration. abitat used annually during
(Aquatic) Am.Wigeon These habitats have an spring, fall or both seasons of any
Gadwall abundant food supply (mostly listed species.
]\?)R}ggawli)rﬁid Teal aquatic invertebrates and e Annual Use of Habitat is
Rationale; Hooded Merganser vegetation in shallow water); Documented from Information

Important for
local and migrant
waterfowl
populations
during the spring
or fall migration
or both periods
combined. Sites
identified are
usually only one
of a few in the
ecodistrict.

Common Merganser
Lesser Scaup
Greater Scaup
Ring-necked duck
Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Long-tailed Duck
Surf Scoter
Canvasback
Redhead

Ruddy Duck

Brant

Cackling Goose
Canada Goose
Tundra Swan

Canadian Wildlife Service staff
know the larger, most
significant sites. Check
website;
http://wildspace.ec.gc.ca
Naturalist clubs often are
aware of staging/stopover
areas.

Check OMNR Wetland
Evaluations because these
indicate presence of locally and
regionally significant
waterfowl staging

Sites documented through

Sources or Field Studies (Annual
can be based on study or
determined anecdotally).
Aggregations of 100 or more of
listed species (except Canada
Goose) required and/or
aggregations of 500 or more of
Canada Goose required and/or 10
or more Swans and/or estimated
waterfowl use days (waterfowl use
days are the accumulated number
of waterfowl counted per day over
the course of the fall or spring
migration period) > 5,000.
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E

Wildlife Habitat

Wildlife Species

Habitat Characteristics and
Information Sources

CONFIRMED SWH and Defining

Raptor
Wintering Area

Rationale;

Sites used by
multiple species, a
high number of
individuals and
used annually are
most significant

Short-cared Owl
Rough-legged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Northern Harrier
American Kestrel
Snowy Owl

Great Gray Owl

Eastern Screech Owl
Long-eared Owl

The habitat provides a combination
of fields, woodlands and wetlands
that provide roosting, foraging and
resting habitats for wintering
raptors.

e Ask the OMNR ecologist or
biologist. They may be aware
of locations of wintering
raptors. In addition, these staff
may know local naturalists that
may be aware of the locations
of raptor wintering habitats.

e Check the Breeding Bird Atlas
or Rare Breeding Birds in
Ontario for species

Raptor Wintering sites need to be > 20ha
with a combination of forest, wetland
and upland.

Studies confirm the use of these habitats

by:

One or more Short-eared Owls,

2 or more of listed spp (not
including Red-tailed Hawk and
American Kestrel) with at least 5

3 or more of listed species with
at least 10 birds.

documented. [Presently not known to be applicable to
e Check data from Bird Studies Renfrew County]
Canada.
Bat Hibernacula | Big Brown Bat e Natural maternal colonies of Significant Bat Maternal Colonies have
(Maternal Little Brown Bat bats are extremely rare, very confirmed use by;
Colony) Eastern Pipistrelle little information is available e >10 Eastern Pipistrelle, Silver-haired
Silver-haired Bat on locations. Bat, Long-eared Bat or Small-footed
Long-eared Bat e  Maternal colonies in buildings Bat (OMNR 2000a)
Rationale; Small-footed Bat are not included. e 30 Big Brown Bat (OMNR 2000a)
Natural bat

maternal colonies
are extremely rare
in all Ontario
landscapes.

e OMNR for possible locations
and contact for local experts

e  Ministry of Northern
Development and Mines for
location of mine shafts.

e (Clubs that explore caves (eg.
Sierra Club)

e 100 Little Brown Bat (OMNR
2000a)

¢ Any colony with two or more
species is to be considered
significant.

A0088103_7-000552
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E

Wildlife Habitat

Wildlife Species

Habitat Characteristics and
Information Sources

CONFIRMED SWH and Defining

Criteria

colony in area.

Deer Wintering
Areas

Rationale;

Sites typically
have a long
history of annual
use by deer. Sites
identified are
typically the only
known sites in the
area.

White-tailed Deer

Wintering areas of mainly
coniferous trees (pines,
hemlock, cedar, spruce). May
also include areas of deciduous
forest.

A canopy cover of more than
60%.

Land surrounding the core area
is usually agriculture, mixed or
deciduous forest.

Traditionally used by deer.
Absence of barriers to migration
to and from the yard itself.
Suitable areas of cover, food and
adjacent natural lands.

MNR determines deer yards
following methods outlined in,
Selected Wildlife and Habitat
Features: Inventory Manual",
1993)

No Studies Required:

These areas are mapped by MNR
District offices. Deer yards
considered Significant by MNR will
be provided to municipalities.

Field investigations that record deer
tracks in winter to confirm use (can be
done from a vehicle or aircraft). This
is best done in a series of winters to
establish the boundary in an "average"
winter. MNR will complete these
field investigations.

A0088103_11-000556
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E 12
Rare Vegetation ELC Ecosite Habitat Description Detailed Information CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Community Code and Sources Criteria
Rationale; Alvars are Information Centre. < 15c¢m over bedrock.
extremely rare habitats in e OMNR Ecologists.
Ontario, and these e Local Naturalist
particular coniferous clubs
forest habitats associated
with alvars are also of
limited and significant
representation.
Savannah TPS1 A savannah is a e Natural Heritage No minimum size to site.

TPS2 tallgrass prairie Information Centre. Confirm any ELC Vegetation Type

TPW1 habitat that has tree e OMNR Ecologists. for Savannahs
Rationale; Savannahs are | TPW2 cover between 25- e Local Naturalist One or more of the Savannah
extremely rare habitats in 60%. clubs indicator species listed in OMNR
Ontario. (2000a) Appendix N should be

present.
Tallgrass Prairie TPO1 A tallgrass prairie has | e Natural Heritage No minimum size to site.
(including shoreline TPO2 ground cover Information Centre. Confirm any ELC Vegetation Type
prairie) dominated by prairie e OMNR Ecologists. for Tall Grass Prairies
grasses, an open tall e Local Naturalist One or more of the tall grass prairie

Rationale; Tallgrass grass prairie habitat clubs indicator species listed in OMNR
Prairies are extremely rare will have less than (2000a) Appendix N should be
habitats in Ontario. 25% tree cover. present.
CIiff CLO o

CLS

CLT
Sand Barrens SBO o

SBS

SBT
Rock Barrens RBO .

RBS
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E 15
Specialized Wildlife Species ELC Ecosite Codes Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and
Wildlife Habitat Information Sources Defining Criteria
Large, natural Northern Parula FOD1 FOD2 that support abundant and
blocks of mature | Black-throated Green FOD3 FOD4 species rich populations of area- | Studies confirm:
woodland habitat | Warbler FODS FOD6 sensitive species. Canadian e Presence of nesting or
within the settled | Blackburnian Warbler FOD7 FODS8 Wildlife Service (CWS) for the breeding pairs of 3 or more
areas of Southern | Pine Warbler FOD9 SWC1 location of forest bird monitoring of the listed wildlife species
Ontario are Black-and-white SWC2 SWC3 sites and names of volunteers within;
important habitats | Warbler SWC4 SWM1 who might assist the planning e Conduct field investigations
for area sensitive | Ovenbird SWM2 SWM3 authority in locating important of the most likely looking
interior forest Scarlet Tanager SWM4S SWMS5 areas. areas in spring and early
song birds. SWM6 SWDI |e Bird Studies Canada conducted a summer when birds are
SWD2 SWD3 3-year study of 287 woodlands singing and defending their
SWD4 SWD35 to determine the effects of forest territories.
SWD6 SWD7 fragmentation on forest birds and
to determine what forests were of
greatest value to interior species.
e ESA reports and other studies
prepared by C.A’s.
Wetland Am. Bittern MAMI1 e Nesting occurs in wetlands. Studies confirm:
Breeding Bird | Virginia Rail MAM2 o Size of wetland is not important | ® Presence of 10 or more
Species Sora MAM3 as long as there is shallow water nesting pairs of Sedge
Common Moorhen MAM4 with emergent aquatic Wren, Marsh Wren or
Am. Coot MAMS Vegeta‘[ion present. Black Tern; or 4 nesting
Rationale; Pied-billed Grebe MAMG6 e Contact OMNR, wetland pairs for any other listed
Wetlands for Marsh Wren SAS1 evaluations are a good source of species ; or breeding by any
these bird species | Sedge Wren SAM1 information. combination of 5 or more of
are typically Black Tern SAF1 e Local naturalist clubs the listed species.
productive and Purple Gallinule FEO1 e NHIC Records. e Breeding surveys should be
fairly rare in ‘ Wilson’s Phalarope BOO1 o ESA reports and other studies done in ng/June W.hen
Southern Ontario Commpn Loon prepared by C.A’s. these species are actively
landscapes. Sandhill Crane nesting in wetland habitats.
Amphibian Red-spotted Newt MAM2 e Wetlands and pools supporting Studies confirm:
Breeding Blue-spotted MAM3 high species diversity are e Presence of breeding

A0088103_17-000562
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Specialized Wildlife Species ELC Ecosite Codes Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and

Wildlife Habitat Information Sources Defining Criteria

Check data from Bird Studies find raptor nests by eliciting

Canada. calling responses from

Use maps and aerial photographs courting or nesting hawks

to identify forests with few roads or owls.

that tend to have less human

disturbance.

Consult: “Forest Raptors and

their Nests in Central Ontario: A

guide to Stick-nests and their

uses.” By K. Szuba and B.

Naylor, 1998, OMNR.
TURTLE NESTING | Midland Painted Turtle MAM2 For an area to function as a Studies confirm:
HABITAT AND Common Snapping MAM3 turtle-nesting area, it must e Presence of breeding or
TURTLE OVER- Turtle MAM4 provide sand and gravel that overwintering turtles of 1 or
WINTERING Special Concern Species | MAMS turtles are able to dig in. more of the listed species
AREAS Common Map Turtle MAM®6 Sand and gra\/e] beaches and with 5 or more

MAMI adjacent to undisturbed shallow individuals identified as
MAM2 weedy areas of marshes, lakes, breeding or hibernating or 1

Rationale; MAM3 and rivers are most frequently or more Common Map
These habitats are SAS1 used. Turtles with one or more
rare and when SAMI1 overwintering sites are individuals identified.
identified will SAF1 permanent water bodies, large ¢ Field investigations should
often be the only BOOI wetlands and bogs. be conducted in prime
breeding or FEO1 nesting season. Nesting

hibernating site
for local
populations of
turtles.

Use Ontario Soil Survey reports
and maps to help find suitable
substrate for nesting turtles
(well-drained sands and fine
gravels).

Check the Ontario Herpetofaunal
Summary records for uncommon
turtles; location information may
help to find potential nesting

areas on the sides of
municipal or provincial
road embankments are not
SWH.

Overwintering areas may be
identified by searching for
congregations of turtles on
warm, sunny days during

A0088103_20-000565
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Specialized Wildlife Species ELC Ecosite Codes Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and
Wildlife Habitat Information Sources Defining Criteria
habitat for them. the fall.
Use aerial photographs and maps
to narrow the search for prime
nesting areas including shoreline
beaches located near weedy
areas of wetlands, lake and river
shorelines, road embankments
near turtle habitat, and stream
crossings/culverts.
Sightings by local Naturalist
groups
Seeps and Wild Turkey Seeps/Springs are Important feeding and drinking Any Forested Area within the
Springs Ruffed Grouse areas where ground areas especially in the winter, headwaters of a stream or river
White-tailed Deer water comes to the will typically support a variety of | system.
Salamanders surface. Often they plant and animal species. Studies confirm:
Rationale; are found within Topographical Map. e Presence of a site with >2
Seeps/Springs are headwater areas Thermography. seeps/springs confirmed by
typical of within forested Hydrological surveys conducted studies should be

headwater areas
and are often at
the source of

habitats. Any
forested Ecosite
within the headwater

by C.A.'s and MOE.
Local naturalists and landowners
may know some locations.

considered SWH.

coldwater areals c;lfa stream Municipalities may have

streams. could have drainage maps and headwater
seeps/springs. areas mapped.

Fens

Bogs

Old Growth

Forest

A0088103_21-000566
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Habitat

SPECIES

ELC Eco-sites

HABITAT -
FUNCTION/FORM and
INFORMATION SOURCES

CONFIRMED SWH

Movement corridors
for deer can be
extremely important
to allow deer access
to habitats that
provide cover and
food from harsh
winter elements.

migrating.
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