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Signifizant Witlide Habitat Technizel Gujde

3 Preparing to ldentify Significant Wildlife Habitat
3.1 Significant wildlife habitat

To ensure a comprehensive approach to identifving and evaluating significant wildlife
habitat, wildlife habitat has been divided into four broad categories:
¢ secasonal concentration arcas
“es-e  pare vegetation conununities or specialised habitats for wildhife
= habilats of species of conservation concern, excluding the habitats of endangered
and {hreatened species
¢ animal movement corridors

The task of identifving significant wildlife habitat will be facilitated if other natural heritage
features listed in the Natural Heritage Policy are mapped first as outlined by the Nanwral
Heritage Reference Manual {OMNR 1999} and the appropriste technical manuals. Many
known, as well as anknown, wildlife habitats exist in these other reference arcas.
Significant wildlife habitat that is found v other natural heritage featyres is very important
and should be identified. However, as a priority, surveys should concentrate on areas
outside identitied featiwes. 1 will save time and be more efficient 1o concentrate on areas
not inchuded in other natural heritage features and areas. This approach cap also enhance
natural heritage conservation if the planning authority concentrates its efforts to find and
protect significant wildlite habitats outside the boandaries of the other identified natural
heritage features and arcas.

However, significant wildlife habitat in other natural heritage aveas should not be ignored.
These arcas may receive development pressure, and it is essential that proponents
conducting impact assessments understand their functions and dentify potential impacts
on significant wildlife habitat,

3.2 Available information

There ave several sources of formation that will belp planning authorities identify
significant wildlife habitats. Table 3-1 summarises the most usefied information and #s
specific application to identifying wildlife habitat. Most of the listed information can be
obtained from local OMNR offices. A list of sgencies and thelr respective areas of
experiise has been comprised in Appendix T

The most recent serial photographs used with topographical maps and Ontario base roaps
(OBMs) will enable the planning authurity to determing the precise focation of previously
mapped significant naturs] heritage features such as provincially significant wetlands and
ANSIs, as well as identify some potential habitats, Interpretation of Forest Resource
Inventory {(FRI) maps, used with acrial photographs, may help locate potentially rare or
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54 How to find some rare vegetation communities or specialised
habitats for wildlife

The following seotions provide detailed descriptions of rare vegetation communities and
specialised habitat for wildlife. They are provided to familiarise the reader with these
vegetation communities and habitats so they will be able to recognise them. Most of these
habitats, especially the specialised habitats for wildlife, have pot been identified and
mapped. and finding them can be difficult. Some of these habitats may not exist in the
planning area, while some habitats may exist, but the species that normally use it may not
occur. For example, there may be springs and seeps that are not used by wintering wild
turkeys.
Each rare vegetation community and specialised habitat description is accompanied by
some specific suggestions on how 1o find them. The following is a list of nformation
sources that can be used to find these habitats:
¢ Table 3-1, general information sources required to find significant wildlife habitat.
¢ Appendix F, list of agencies and their areas of expertise (these include web sites for
apdated mformation).
Appendix §, information sources for the identification of specific significant habitat.
Appendix G, wildlife habitat matrices, with lists of species that use specialised habitats,
s Appendix J provides a fist of all the rare vegetation commaunities in Site Regions 6 and

= Appendix M deseribes the locations of all known rare vegetation comnumities,

s Appendix L provides a suggested approach for using the Ecological Land
Classification system to identify rare vegetation communities,

s Seek advice from the Iocal OMNR scologist for locations of rare or specialised
habitats,

¢ Involve the CAC and local naturalists in searches for rare and specialised habitats.

541 Rare vegetation communities

Refer to Table M -1 in Appendix M for a list of known locations of provincially and
regionally rare vegetation communities of southern Ontario,

5.4.1.1 Alvars

Alvars are naturally open areas of thin soil over essentially flat limestone, dolostone or
marble rock, They support a sparse vegetation cover of shrubs and herbs, and trees are
often absent or scatterad. In spring, alvars may have standing water; in summer, soils can
beeome very hot and dry. Vegelation is adapted to these extreme variations in temperature
and soil moisture. Some of the characteristic plants that can indicate the presence of alvar
communities include spring forget-me-not, long-phumed purple avens,
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1.2 Farz Vegetation Communities or Specialized Habitat for Wildlife

1.2.% Rare ¥egetation Communities

The majority of Rare Vegetation Communities ara protected within the Greenbeait planning area through the protection of Key Natural
Heritags Features. For example, sand barrens, tallgrass prairie, alvars and savannahs are aff identified as Key Natural Heritags
Features by the Graenbel plan. Howewar, outside of the Natural Heritage System of the Protected Country-side landuse designation,
the PPS is the policy document and many rare vegelation habitats are candidate SWH, these would include sand barrens, tallgrass
prairie, alvars and savannah.  Woodlands not protected as Significant Wordlands have the potential to be a Rare Vegetation
Communily and therefore Candidate SWH Tabile 1.2.1 contains a listing of Rare Vegetation Communities thatl are considered SWH
for the Greenbell planning area and where the PPS pulicy is the direction to be followed.

Fable L.2:1 Bare Vegatation Communities.

Rare Vegetation EL4T Eensite Habitat Description Deisifed Information and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining

Carmmaaily Code Kourees Criteria

Hickory Decidnous Forest | FOD2 Dey-Fresh Deniduous Complete Ecofogical Land | o Confirre ELU Vegetstion Type

Poliey drent Forest, with Hickery Classification for FOR2-3, in woodlots or forest

PR N Species Dorminating Vegetation Types o paiches (no minimum size)

detevring if this forest

Rationale; type axists.

Yery rare forest type in

Onianc.

CakeHickory Deciduous | POD2 Dry Decidunus Forest Complete Feologicat Land | Confiore ELC Vegetation Type

Porest with Ok and Hickory Classification for FO2-2, 1o woadiots or forest
Species Dosminating Vegetation Types to patvhes (no reinimum size)

Policy Ares: deternitne {f this forest

PPS ¥ type exists.

Kationale

Very rare forest type 1o

Ootarip,

Mixed Oak Deciduous RO Dry-Fresh Deciduous Zomplets Ecological «  Confirm ELC Vegetation Type

Forest Forest with Two Land Classification for FOD1-4, in woodlots or forest
Species of Oak Vegetation Types to patches (no minimum size)

Policy Arvea: Dominating determine if this forest

PPs M type exists,

Rationale;
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Rage Vegelation ELC Beosite fabital Doscription | Detailed fnformation and | CONFIRMED SWH ind Detaing

i | Commmaity Cude Seurces Criteria ]
i forest tvpe in )
FOTH Dry-Fresh Deciduous | ¢ Complete Ecologieal s Confimn ELC Vegetaiion Type
Forest with Black Oak Land Classification for FODI-3, in woodlots or forest
: Dlominating Vegetation Types to patches (no rolaim size)
Policy Areas i determine if this forest
PPs A type exists.
| Ratienale;
| Very rare forest iype in
Ontario. -
White Oak Decidunus FODY Dry-Fresh Deciduous | s Complets Ecological s (onfirm ELC Vegstation Type
Forest Forest with White Land Classificaiion for PO -2, in woodlots or forest
: {hak Dominabog Vegetation Types to patchies {no minimum size)
Policy Ares : determine i this forest
prs X Type exisis
Ratienale;
YVery rare forest type n
Ontari o S
agar Maple - Black FODNG Fresh-Moist s  Complete Footogical »  Confirm BLO Vegetation Type
Maple Decidanus Forest Deciducus Forest tand Classification tor FODG-2, in woodiots or forest
Vegetation Types o patches (oo minfmum size)
Policy Area: ! determine if s fores
P¥S N type exd
Rationaie;
Very rare
Owtarte, .
Albvar ALO] Aralvar will be Jeval | e Alvars of Ontario (2000), | »  Site to be > {1.5 ha in size.
ALSL unfractured hmestone, 39 ation of Ontario e Confirm any BLT erqi atien Type
Policy Areat ALY & patchy mosaic of aturalists. for Alvars
PPS R bare rock pavement, s Natural Heritage ¢ Site must not be dominated by
; or shallow substrale Information Centree exotic or infroduced species.
| Rationaie: Alvars ate over bedrock. The »  OMNR Ecologists. o Que or more of the Alvar indicator
wué.ns...z.u.:\. rare babitats site will vary between | 5 [ goat Neturalist clubs species listed in OMNR {20008)
Ctario. being seasonally dry s Conservation Authorities, Appenidix M should be present.

or inundated with
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Detailed nformation and

CONFIRMED SWH and Defining

s

Policy Areat
PES

i

Rationale; Tallgrass
Prairies are extremely rare
habitats in Ontario.

dorainated by paririe
grasses, &u open tall
grass prairie habitat
will have fess than
25% tree sover

Rare Vegetation ELC Ecosite Fiabitat Description
o oaununity {Lode Soeurves Criteria
water, Vegetation
cover vanes from
patchy and bawen
with a less than 60%
free cover,
Savannsh TPS1 A savapnal is @ e Natural Heritage o minimum size o site.
Tps2 taligrass prairie Information Cestre. Confirm any ELC Vegetation Type
Policy Ares: TPW1 habitat that has tree s OMNRE Ecologists. for Savanashs
Prs | TPWZ cover between 25- e lLocal Maturalist clubs Site must not be dominated by
60%%. ¢ Conservation Authooties. exotic or infroduced mwmwﬂmm.
Rationale; Savannahs are One or more of the Savarmab
xivernely rave habitats in indicator species histed in OMNR
{200Dh) Appendix N should be
present.
Tallgrass Prairie POt A aligrass pratrie has | o Natoral Heritage No mininuug size to site,
THOZ ground cover information Centre. Cenfion any ELC Vegetation Type

e OMNE Ecologists.
»  Local Maturalist clubs
= {Upuservation Authorities.

for Tall Grass Prairies

Site must not be dominated by
exotic or introduced species,
Ome ot oyare of the tall grass
praivie indicator species listed in
OMNR (2000b) Appendix N
should be present.
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% Yitdiife Habitat

Wildlife Species

LA Eeosite
Codes

mmm:x; Characteristics and
Infoermation Sources

ﬁ..zx.zm ...........

4 Palicy Ares:
PPR ¥

e~

Bativaale;

Colonies
wmportant 1o local
bird ?%:Eﬁ M

<>

oniy w:eﬁﬁ
colony it area.

Casptan Tern

{two-lined on a
1;50,000 NTS
nap}.

aest records.
Canadian Wildlife Service
ESA reports and omﬁ. studie
prepared by C.

MNR District € i.m

Local naturalist chul

Caspian or Common Terns
(MR 20000}

Any nesting colony of one or
gaore Little Gull & o be
considered significant.

Stadies would be done during
May/fune when actively
nesting

SWHDES TOMNR 2000c)
Index #24 provides development
effects and mitigation MCasures.

Peer Wintering
Avens

Policy Arveas

| PPS N
| Rationale;
Siies typically

have a tong
.62 of annual
w y mma Sites

. White-tailed Deer

FOCE FOC2
FOC3 FOCE
FOMI FOM2
FOM3  FOM4
FOMS  FOM6
FOM7?  FOMS
P CUPZ CUP3
SwWl SWCZ
SWCE W04

SWMI SWM2
GWM3 SWM4
SWHES SWMG

Mete: MNR 1o
determine this
habsitat.

Core i:ﬁﬂ%c weas of raa aw
coniferous frees (pines, hemfosk,
cedar, spruce). May also include
aveas of deciduous forest.
A conifer canopy cover of more
than 60%.
Land sumoundiog the core arex
usually agricufture, mixed of
deciduous forest. However, a
sore deer varding area is
nredominantly woodland babitat
with minor conponenis of
cultaral tands.
Traditionally used by deer.
Absence of gamﬁ 16 ruigration
to and from the yard iiself.
RBarriers om 3@» access to the vard
and will imnpair use 9,. the yard by
deer duning winter.
Suitabie areas of sover, food and
adjacent uatural lands
MNR determines deer yards
fotfowing methods outlined in,
Selected Wildlife and Habitat
Features: Inveaiory Maoual®,
(OMNR, 1998)

Mo Studies Wmcz:ar.

»

These areas are mappad by
MR, Dhstrict offices. Core or
Stratume § Vlesr yards considered
Significant by MMNE will be
provided to monicipalities

Field nvestigations that Rnoa
deer tracks in winter to condirm
use {can be done fram a vebicle
or airerafi). This is best done in 2
series of winters to establish the
boundary of a care Stratum
yard in an “average” winter.
MKNR wilt complete these field
mvestigations

SYWHDISS {OMME 2000c) Tudex
#28 provides development effects
and mitigation measyes.
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