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SCHEDULE 1.0 Renfrew County - Ecoregion 6E; IDENTIFICATION OF SWH

The Schedules are designed to provide the criteria for identifying candidate significant wildlife habitat within the
designated Eco-region 6E portion of Renfrew County. Tables 1.1 through 1.4 within the Schedules provide guidance for
candidate SWH for the four categories of SWH as primarily outlined within OMNR (2000 and 2000a) for Eco-region 6E.
The Schedules, including description of wildlife habitat, wildlife species and the criteria provided for determining Candidate
SWH are based on science and expert knowledge. The information within these schedules will require periodic updating
to keep pace with changes to wildlife species being listed as Species at Risk or as new science information becomes
available on certain wildlife habitats. Therefore, MNR will need to review and update these schedules and provide
addendums on a regular basis (ie. every 3-5 years).

Criteria For Significant Wildlife Habitat in Renfrew County portion of EcoRegion 6E

1. 1 Seasonal Concentration Areas

Seasonal Concentration Areas are areas where wildlife species occur in numbers at certain times of the year, sometimes
highly concentrated within relatively small areas. In spring and autumn, migratory wildlife species will concentrate where
they can rest and feed. Other wildlife species require habitats where they can survive winter. Examples of Seasonal
Concentration Areas include deer wintering areas, breeding bird colonies and hibernation sites for reptiles (OMNR 2000).
Table 1.1 outlines which Seasonal Concentration Areas constitute Candidate SWH.

Table 1.1 Seasonal Concentration Areas for Wildlife Species
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Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria
Waterfowl American Black Duck Fields with sheet water during Studies carried out and verified presence
Stopover and go(rlﬂle? Pintail Spring and Fall migration. of an annual concentration of any listed
Staging A-reas Bf‘ue‘_” \j«inged Teal e Fields flooding during spring species: . .
(Terrestrial) Green winged Teal melt and run-off and heavy fall | e Aggregation of 100 or more of listed
rains provide important species (except Canada Goose)
Canada Goose invertebrate foraging habitat for required, and/or aggregations of 500 Indent at: 0.75"
Cackling Goose migrating waterfowl. or more of Canada Goose required
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E

Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria

Brant Anecdotal information from the and/or 10 or more Swans.
Rationale; Tundra Swan landowner or adjacent e Annual use of habitat is documented
Rare habitat, Trumpeter Swan landowners may be good from information sources or ficld
important to mformation in determining studies (annual can be based on study
migrating occurrence. or determined anecdotally).
waterfowl, Sites documented through e Agricultural fields with waste grains

particularly arcas
associated with

waterfowl planning processes
(eg. EHJV implementation plan)

are commonly used by waterfowl,
these are not considered SWH.

significant

flyways.

Waterfowl Am. Green-winged Teal Ponds, marshes, lakes, bays, Studies carried out and verified presence
Stopover and Am. Black Duck coastal inlets, and watercourses | of:

. N. Pintail . . . . .
Staging Areas N Shoveller used during migration. e Habitat used annually during
(Aquatic) Am.Wigeon These habitats have an spring, fall or both seasons of any

Gadwall abundant food supply (mostly listed species.

Blue-winged Teal aquatic invertebrates and e Annual Use of Habitat is
Rationale; gsgge?ﬁle{r anser vegetation in shallow water); Documented from Information
Important for Common 1\/[e/grganser Canadian Wildlife Service staff Sources or Field Studies (Annual
local and migrant | 1 egser Scaup know the larger, most can be based on study or
waterfowl Greater Scaup significant sites. Check determined anecdotally).
populations Ring-necked duck website; e Aggregations of 100 or more of

during the spring
or fall migration
or both periods
combined. Sites
identified are
usually only one
of a few in the
ecodistrict.

Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Long-tailed Duck
Surf Scoter
Canvasback
Redhead

Ruddy Duck

Brant

Cackling Goose
Canada Goose
Tundra Swan

http://wildspace.cc.gc.ca
Naturalist clubs often are
aware of staging/stopover
areas.

Check OMNR Wetland
Evaluations because these
indicate presence of locally and
regionally significant
waterfowl staging

Sites documented through
waterfowl planning processes

listed species (except Canada
Goose) required and/or
aggregations of 500 or more of
Canada Goose required and/or 10
or more Swans and/or estimated
waterfowl use days (waterfowl use
days are the accumulated number
of waterfowl counted per day over
the course of the fall or spring
migration period) > 5,000,
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populations, sites
with greatest
number of species

American Wigeon
Common Goldeneye

e Upland areas should be at least
120 m wide so that predators
such as racoons, skunks, and

Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria
(eg. EHJV implementation
plan)
e Ducks Unlimited projects
Waterfowl American Black Duck A waterfowl] nesting area extends Studies confirmed:
Nesting Area §°r$em g;lntaﬂl 150 m (OMNR 2000a) from a e Presence of 3 or more nesting pairs
chriwz? oveler wetland (> 0.5 ha) or a cluster of 3 for listed species listed except for
Blue-winged Teal or more small (<0.5 ha) wetlands Mallards;
Rationale; Green-winged Teal within 150 m of each individual e Presence of 10 or more nesting pairs
Important to local | Wood Duck wetland where waterfowl nesting is for listed species including Mallards.
waterfowl ﬁ:ﬁifgSMerganser known to occur. e Nesting studies should be completed

during the spring breeding season
(April/May/June).
o A field study confirming waterfowl

and highest foxes have difficulty finding nesting habitat will determine the
number of nests. boundary of the waterfowl nesting
individuals are e Wood Ducks and Hooded habitat for the SWH, this may be
significant. Mergansers utilize large greater or less than 150 m (OMNR
diameter trees (>40cm dbh) in 2000a) from the wetland and will
woodlands for cavity nest sites. provide enough habitat for waterfowl
e Ducks Unlimited staff may to successfully nest.
know the locations of
particularly productive nesting
sites.
¢ OMNR Wetland Evaluations
for indication of significant
waterfowl nesting habitat.
Waterfowl Common Goldeneye A waterfow] wintering area Studies carried out and verified presence
Wintering Area ]garro(;"’éG"ldeneye includes those riverine habitats that | of an annual concentration of any listed
hg;?arz 00se generally remain ice-free during species:
American Black the winter months due to flowing e Ageregation of 50 or more of listed
Rationale; Harlequin Duck water. species (except Canada Goose)
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E 4

Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria

Important to local required, and/or aggregations of 100
waterfowl or more of Canada Goose required.
populations, sites e Annual use of habitat is documented
with greatest from information sources or field
number of species studies (annual can be based on study
and highest or determined anecdotally).
number of
mdividuals are
significant.
Shorebird Spotted Sandpiper Shorelines of lakes, rivers and Studies confirming:
Migratory \C)vo_?lm?ns}‘:?e wetlands, including beach areas, e Presence of 5 or more of listed «---{ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.05",
Stopover Area | >0 ;ellz\ﬁzg: bars and seasonally flooded species and estimated 500+ Bullsted + Level: 1+ Algred at.

Solitary Sandpiper shoreline habitats are extremely shorebird use days during spring or 0.75"

Marbled Godwit important for migratory shorebirds. fall migration period. (shorebird use
Rationale; _ e Western hemisphere days are the accumulated number of
High quality ;zgdggg shorebird reserve network. shorebirds counted per day over the
shorebird | Black-bellied Plover e Canadian Wildlife Service course of the fall or spring migration
stopover habitat 1S | [ esser Golden Plover (CWS) Ont. Shorebird period) and/or the presence of 10 or
extremely rare Semipalmated Plover Survey. more listed species.
and typically has | Lesser Yellowlegs e Bird Studies Canada
a long history of gfég:;ﬁq Godwit o Federati.on of Ontario
use. Ruddy Tumnstone Naturalists

Semipalmated Sandpiper o Local birders and naturalist

Least Sandpiper club.

White-rumped Sandpiper

Bairds Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Purple Sandpiper

Dunlin

Stilt Sandpiper

Buff-breasted Sandpiper

Ruff

Short-billed Dowitcher

Long-billed Dowitcher
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Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria
Landbird All migratory songbirds. Although most forested arcas Presently not applicable to Renfrew
Migratory contribute to this wildlife County
Stopover Areas habitat value, sites of
significant concentrations
(numbers and species) due to
Rationale; geographical positioning in
Sites with a high landscape are presently
diversity of unknown in Renfrew County.

species as well as
high numbers are
most significant.

Raptor
Wintering Area

Rationale;

Sites used by
multiple species, a
high number of
individuals and
used annually are
most significant

Short-eared Owl
Rough-legged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Northern Harrier
American Kestrel
Snowy Owl

Great Gray Owl

Eastern Screech Owl
Long-eared Owl

Bald Eagle
Golden Eagle

The habitat provides a combination
of fields, woodlands and wetlands
that provide roosting, foraging and
resting habitats for wintering
raptors.

e Ask the OMNR ecologist or
biologist. They may be aware
of locations of wintering
raptors. In addition, these staff
may know local naturalists that
may be aware of the locations
of raptor wintering habitats.

e Check the Breeding Bird Atlas
or Rare Breeding Birds in
Ontario for species
documented.

o Check data from Bird Studies
Canada.

Raptor Wintering sites need to be > 20ha
with a combination of forest, wetland
and upland.

Studies confirm the use of these habitats
by:
e One or more Short-cared Owls,
and/or Bald Eagle, and/or Golden
Eagle, or;
¢ 3 or more of listed spp (not
including Red-tailed Hawk and
American Kestrel) with at least 5
birds, or;
e 4 or more of listed species with
at least 10 birds.

[Presently not known to be applicable to
Renfrew County except for Eagles]
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Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria

Bat Hibernacula | Big Brown Bat Natural maternal colonies of Significant Bat Maternal Colonies have

(Maternal Little Brown Bat bats are extremely rare, very confirmed use by;

Colony) Eastern Pipistrelle little information is available o >10 Eastern Pipistrelle, Silver-haired
Silver-haired Bat on locations. Bat, Long-cared Bat or Small-footed
Long-cared Bat Maternal colonies in buildings Bat (OMNR 2000a)

Rationale; Small-footed Bat are not included. e 30 Big Brown Bat (OMNR 2000a)

Natural bat OMNR for possible locations e 100 Little Brown Bat (OMNR

maternal colonies and contact for local experts 2000a)

are extremqu rare Ministry of Northern e Any colony with two or more

in all Ontario Development and Mines for species is to be considered

landscapes. location of mine shafts. significant.

Clubs that explore caves (eg.
Sierra Club)

University Biology
Departments with bat experts.

Bat Hibernacula
(Winter Roost)

Rationale;
Bat hibernacula

Big Brown Bat
Little Brown Bat
Eastern Pipistrelle
Long-cared Bat
Small-footed Bat

Bat hibernacula are extremely
rare, very little information is
available on locations.

Bat hibernacula in buildings
are not included.

OMNR for possible locations

Significant Bat Winter Roosts have
confirmed use by;

>20 Eastern Pipistrelle or Long-
eared Bat (OMNR 2000a); or,

30 Big Brown Bat (OMNR 2000a);
or,

are extremely rare and contact for local experts e 50 Little Brown Bat (OMNR

in all Ontario Ministry of Northern 2000a); or,

landscapes. Development and Mines for e  Any colony with wintering Small-
location of mine shafts. footed Bats or two or more species 1s
Clubs that explore caves (eg. to be considered significant.
Sierra Club)
University Biology
Departments with bat experts.

Butterfly Monarch Butterfly Butterfly stopover areas are rare e Presently not known to be applicable
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E 7

Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria
Stopover Areas habitat features usually associated to Renfrew County.

with lands along Great Lakes.

Rationale; This SWH feature is presently not
Butterfly stopover known to occur in Renfrew
areas are County.

extremely rare
habitats and are
biologically
important for
Butterfly species
that migrate south
for the winter.

Snake Bastern Garter Snake Hibernation takes place in sites Studies confirming:
Hibernaculum IS\IO“hfgnGBrOWg S‘;{ake located below frost lines in e Presence of snake hibernacula used «-------| Formatted: Indent: Left: -0.02",
Moo TCCN dSNAKEe . . .. . i
Northern Ringneck Snake burrows, roc.k crevices and other by 5 .OI' more individuals or 2 or more gtuyrlzi?%fﬁe: +LeS\;:|r.t ]a-t-:'— 1N-tmbermg
Northern Water Snake natural locations. Areas of broken species of snakes. or; Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.5" +
Rationale; Northern Redbelly Snake and fissured rock are particularly | e Congregations of 5 or more Tab after: 0"+ Indentat: 0.75"
Generally sites Soecial C valuable since they provide access individuals or 2 or more species of
are a unique El;;’tcel:; M(i)lllicgzgke to subterranean sites below the snakes near potential hibernacula (eg.
combination of Northern Ribbon Snake frost hne.. foundation or rocky slope) on sunny
features that e In spring, some people observe warm days in Spring (Apr/May) and A F"“gattded: I“delnt: Left: 0-35'5
. . Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering
populations are the.emergence of snakes on Fall (Sept/Oct); or, Style: Bullet + Start at: 1 +
dependant upon their property. e  Presence of one or more Special Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.5" +
for overwintering e Local naturalists and experts, Concern species. Tab after: 0 + Indent at: 075
habltgt. Sites with as well as university e Note: often hibernacula are very
the highest herpetologists may also know difficult to find, therefore area
pumber of where to find some of these adjacent (100m) to aggregations
1nd1v1dual§ are sites. should be protected for the
most significant. hibernacula and staging/mating
habitat.
Colonial Nesting | Bank Swallow Any exposed soil banks, Studies confirming:
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E

Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria
Bird Habitat Cliff Swallow undisturbed for 10 years or more. | ¢ Presence of nesting site with 8 cliff
Does not include man-made swallow pairs or 20 bank swallow
structures (bridges or buildings) or pairs during the spring breeding
Rationale; recently disturbed soil areas, such season.
Historical use and as berms, embankments, soil or e Anecdotal information from the
number of nests in aggregate stockpiles. Also does not landowner or adjacent landowners
a colony make include an active Mineral may be good information in
this habitat Aggregate Operation. determining occurrence.
significant. An ¢ Natural Heritage Information
identified colony Centre occurrence records
can be very (includes breeding bird atlas
important to local data). Requests must be made
populations. through local MNR office.
[Note: active colonies protected by
Migratory Birds Convention Act]
Colonial Bird Great Blue Heron e Nests in live or dead standing Studies confirming:
Nesting Sites Black-crowned Night Heron trees in wetlands, lakes, islands, | e Presence of 5 or more active nests of
(Tree/Shrubs) Great gret and peninsulas any of the listed species (except
Cattle Egret :
Yellow-crowned Night Heron |® Most nests in trees are 11 to 15 Great Blue Heron and Double-
m from ground, near the top of crested Cormorant); or,
Rationale; Double-crested Cormorant the tree e Presence of 15 or more active nests
Colonies e Breeding Bird Atlas, colonial of one or more listed species.
important to.local nest records. e Studies would be done during
bird population, e Ontario Heronry Inventory 1991 May/June when actively nesting.
typically sites are available from Bird Studies
only known Canada.

colony in area.

¢ Somectimes aerial photographs
can help identify large
heronries.

¢ MNR District Offices.

e Local naturalist clubs.
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Wildlife Habitat Wildlife Species Habitat Characteristics and CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Information Sources Criteria

Colonial Bird Herring Gull Nesting colonies are on islands | Studies confirming:
Nesting Sites Great Black-backed Gull associated with open water e Presence of >3 pairs of Black Tern,
(Ground cate aul Breeding Bird Atlas, colonial d/or >5 pairs of Greater Black-

) Common Tern g BiIr t as, coloma and/or pairs o reater blac
Nesting) Caspian Tern nest records. backed Gulls, and/or > 20 pairs of

) o Canadian Wildlife Service Herring Gulls, and/or > 50 pairs of
Rationale; g?fégliigsigléormoran . ESA reports and other studies Ring-billed Gulls, and/or > 10 pairs
Colonles Black Tern MNR District Offices. of Doqble-crested Cormorant, and/or
important to local Local naturalist clubs. > 5 pairs of Caspian or Common
bird population, Terns.
typically sites are ¢ Studies would be done during
only known May/June when actively nesting.
colony in area.
Deer Wintering | White-tailed Deer Wintering areas of mainly No Studies Required:
Areas coniferous trees (pines, e These arcas are mapped by MNR

hemlock, cedar, spruce). May District offices. Deer yards
also include areas of deciduous considered Significant by MNR will

Rationale; forest. be provided to municipalities.
Sites typically A canopy cover of more than o Field investigations that record deer
have a long 60%. tracks in winter to confirm use (can be

history of annual
use by deer. Sites
identified are
typically the only
known sites in the
area.

Land surrounding the core area
1s usually agriculture, mixed or
deciduous forest.

Traditionally used by deer.
Absence of barriers to migration
to and from the yard itself.
Suitable areas of cover, food and
adjacent natural lands.

MNR determines deer yards
following methods outlined in,
Selected Wildlife and Habitat
Features: Inventory Manual",
1993)

done from a vehicle or aircraft). This
1s best done 1n a series of winters to
establish the boundary in an "average"
winter. MNR will complete these
field investigations.
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E
1.2 Rare Vegetation Communities or Specialized Habitat for Wildlife

1.2.1 Rare Vegetation Communities

10

Many rare vegetation habitats are candidate SWH, these would include sand barrens, tallgrass prairie, alvars and
savannah. Woodlands not protected as Significant Woodlands have the potential to be a Rare Vegetation Community
and therefore Candidate SWH Table 1.2.1 contains a listing of Rare Vegetation Communities that are considered SWH for
the planning area and where the PPS policy is the direction to be followed.

Table 1.2.1 Rare Vegetation Communities.

Rare Vegetation
Community

ELC Ecosite
Code

Habitat Description

Detailed Information

and Sources

CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Criteria

Hickory Deciduous Forest | FOD2 Dry-Fresh Deciduous | ¢ Complete Ecological e Confirm ELC Vegetation Type | Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.04",
Forest, with Hickory Land Classification FOD2-3, in woodlots or forest gtuyrl‘;begjﬁe: Lovel: 1+ Numbering
Species Dominating for Vegetation Types patches (no minimum size) Alignment; Left + Aligned at: 0.5" +
Rationale; to determine if this Tab after: 0" + Indent at: 0.75"
Very rare forest type in forest type exists.
Ontario.
Oak-Hickory Deciduous FOD2 Dry Deciduous Forest | o Complete Ecological e Confirm ELC Vegetation Type | Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.04",
F ith Oak and Hick . . 9 Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering
orest with Oak and Hickory Land Classification FOD2-2, in woodlots or forest Style: Bullet + Start at: 1 +
Species Dominating for Vegetation Types patches (no minimum size) Alignment: Left + Aligned at; 0.5" +
to determine if this Tab after: 0" + Indent at: 0.75"
Rationale; forest type exists.
Very rare forest type in
Ontario.
Mixed Oak Deciduous FOD1 Dry-Fresh Deciduous ° Complete Ecological e Confirm ELC Vegetation Typew [ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.05'_’,
Forest Forest with Two Land Classification FOD1-4, in woodlots or forest gtuyrl';begjﬁe: +"es‘;:'rt 2;’ 1Nimbe”"g
Species of Oak for Vegetation Types patches (no minimum size) . | Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 05"+
Dominating to determing if this rTab after: 0" + Indent at: 0.75"
Rationale; forest type exists. Eorn;att:& ILndelntilLefE 0-54'_',
: umbered + Level: + Numbering
Very rare forest type in Style: Bullet + Start at: 1 +
Ontario. Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.5" +

Tab after: 0" + Indent at: 0.75"
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Criteria — Renfrew County, Ecoregion 6E 11
Rare Vegetation ELC Ecosite Habitat Description Detailed Information CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Community Code and Sources Criteria
| White Oak Deciduous FOD1 Dry-Fresh Deciduous e Complete Ecological e Confirm ELC Vegetation Type - ( Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.05",
Forest Forest with White Land Classification FOD1-2, in woodlots or forest gtuyrl';begjﬁe: +"es‘g'rt 2;’ 1Nimbe”"9
Oak Dominating for Vegetation Types patches (no minimum Size) Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 0.5" +
to determine if this Tab after: 0" + Indent at: 0.75"
Rationale; forest type exists. { Formatted: Indeth: Left: 0.04",
Very rare forest type in meres 21l 1 - lumberng
Ontario. Alignment; Left + Aligned at: 0.5" +
|| Sugar Maple — Black FOD6 Fresh-Moist e Complete Ecological | e Confirm ELC Vegetation Type Tab after: 07 + Indentat: 075"

Maple Deciduous Forest Deciduous Forest

Rationale;

Very rare forest type in
Ontario.

Alvar

An alvar will be level

a patchy mosaic of
bare rock pavement
or shallow substrate
over bedrock. The
sife will vary between
bemng seasonally dry
or iundated with
water. Vegelation
cover varies from
patchy and barren
with a less than 60%
free cover
Dy - Fresh
Coniferous Horest

Rationale: Alvars are
extremely rare habitats in
Ontario.

Drv - Fresh Coniferous
Forest associated with
Alvar
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Rare Vegetation ELC Ecosite Habitat Description Detailed Information CONFIRMED SWH and Defining
Community Code and Sources Criteria
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