Key Topics to Write About

It has been suggested that there are lots of people out there who would be happy to write letters to further our cause but just lack the background knowledge of the facts to be able to do so with confidence.  So here are some key points you can write about.  Many of these points have to do with the temporary asphalt plant but the water issue continues, as do the concerns about the flawed expansion application process and our property values.

To Our Council:

· Thank them for their role in getting our water tested by MOE.
· If Council had heeded MNR’s advice to have the Braeside Alvar designated as a Significant Wildlife Habitat, the Provincial Policy Statement, (the Municipal Bible), would not have allowed this temporary asphalt plant to go in.  All our letters, our petition etc. were ignored.

· This temp. asphalt plant has made our property values plummet; we will be asking MPAC (Municipal Property Assessment Corporation) in Pembroke to reassess our homes so that we are paying less tax which means there will be fewer Municipal revenues.

· Our water is contaminated, our air is polluted and now you have raised our taxes.

What is wrong with this picture?

· The next election will judge you on your past performance on some tough issues!

To the Ministry of the Environment:

· The Certificate of Approval for this Temp. Asphalt plant should be closely monitored.  They are in violation of days and hours of operation by running on Sunday and through the night.

· The setbacks for the plant are ludicrously close to people’s houses.  How can the Certificate of Approval restrictions possibly be met for noise and odour when they are so close?  Why are your own setback guidelines ignored?

· Millers have admitted that the water in the quarry has contaminants; the asphalt plant emissions, (noxious cancer-causing chemicals) will be dissolved by moisture in the air and infiltrate our aquifers, adding to the pollution in the water, big time.  Millers will not share their water test results with us.

· If you are monitoring our environment, GET THE MILLER QUARRY WATER TEST RESULTS, the polluter can’t claim confidentiality as he is doing.  If he is polluting, he is in violation of the Environmental Protection Act!  Do your job!

· What are you going to do for us when there is a major spill of diesel fuel into our aquifers and the water is permanently gone?

· The noxious odour means we are breathing hydrogen sulphide, PAHs, benzene, chromium, formaldehyde, arsenic and cadmium.  Many are smelling asphalt; the Certificate of Approval says that odour is a contaminant and can cause an ‘adverse effect’ which means it can make you sick, especially if you already have an underlying health issue or are a youngster.  So why aren’t you testing our air?

· This plant is just too dangerous; shut it down!

To the Ministry of Natural Resources:

· Don’t tell us to complain to the MOE because we have; we are writing to you because you are the licensing body for this company in this location, and you know that this company has other pits and sites that do not involve fragile aquifers and huge numbers of residents affected, where they could locate their asphalt plant.  Millers even have a permanent asphalt plant license only 15 minutes up the road! (Jameson Pit).

· Your name, (MNR), was on a map inset in the Citizen article of Sept. 17.  This map was false, showing no homes in the area, no proposed asphalt/concrete plants, work shop and fuel storage.  It showed the alvar being protected; instead it is to be zoned for aggregate extraction!  Were you aware that you were giving false information to the public? 

· The expansion application process is flawed.  Peer reviewers just look at the Miller studies’ data, they do no research of their own, they don’t even visit the site.  If the Miller data is false, how can they know? The only real, accurate information comes from our independent hydrogeologist.

· Millers will not give our hydrogeologist their studies’ data, promised five months ago, so he cannot write his report for us.  The other peer reviewers have been given this data, but not our peer reviewer.  This is supposed to be an open and transparent process, which you are supposed to enforce.  Put pressure on this company to comply.
To Millers:

· Having a temporary asphalt plant in this location has made us adamant we will never allow a permanent one.

· You said just this past June that you would not put in an asphalt plant at all this year, so why is it here?

· You said we didn’t need baseline testing for our water because the plant wasn’t going in;

· You agreed to test our water for contaminants, but then you didn’t;

· You said you wouldn’t give us your internal water test results for the quarry showing contaminants unless we went to the Ontario Municipal Board, ‘You’ll just have to trust us’, were your words.  Then you put in the temp. asphalt plant.

· You won’t give those test results either to us or to the Ministry of the Environment; they must be pretty damning.

· You won’t give your expansion water studies’ data to Wilf Ruland, our hydrogeologist, even though you promised him personally five months ago.   If you are confident in the truth of your studies, why are you afraid of his report?

· When you claim that you want good relationships with your neighbours why won’t you pay for the damage you caused them by your blasting accidents?

· Do you know the meaning of the word credibility?

To MPP John Yakabuski:

· You are aware of the problems in our area; what have you done?

· You have a lot of very unhappy constituents in Braeside; why haven’t we seen you here investigating our concerns?

· We know your party has been the happy recipient of major campaign contribution from Miller.

· Why aren’t you vocal in Parliament urging the government to protect our groundwater as they say they will?

· You have an important globally rare alvar in your constituency; why are you not urging all levels of government to work together to protect it?

· Voters are fickle.
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