15 Carmichael Sideroad,

R.R#1, Braeside 

Ontario K0A 1G0

Aug. 21, 2009

Mr. W. James Hutton, Senior Planner

County of Renfrew

Development and Property Department

9 International Drive

Pembroke, ON

K8A 6W5

Re:  The Braeside Alvar

Dear Mr. Hutton:

It became clear to us at the Planning Meeting of McNab/Braeside on July 14 that you were unaware of some very important facts with regard to the Braeside Corridor.  You have indicated that you knew of no rare species here or of any reasons for this area to be considered a Significant Wildlife Habitat.  To spare you further embarrassment, I have included some of the information indicating that this area is indeed an alvar, one requiring all the protection of designation.

This information is not new.  For example on October 5, 2006, Dave Pearce, now Executive Director of CPAWS (Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society) wrote to Council to express his concerns for this important ecological area.  To quote from the conclusion of his letter: ‘In light of this awesome heritage and tremendous responsibility, I request that McNab/Braeside Council consider our more fundamental ecosystem needs over that of a traditional development model.’  He then goes on to give a carefully thought out, detailed proposal to protect this area.  You can read the entire letter from the MNR files on our website www.fact-mb.org.  Under MNR files it is listed as Wetlands League October 06.

You mentioned being unaware of any rare species in this area.  The list, included here, is well known by MNR and by at least thirteen Conservation Agencies.

The following species, on the SAR (Species At Risk) list, (there may certainly be others), are of particular concern:

· Butternut (Juglans cinerea)
· Milksnake (Lampropeltis trianguleem)
As well as these on the SAR list, there are a number of Provincially Significant Species:

· Cooper’s Milk-vetch (Astragalus neglectus)
· Giant Pinedrops (Pterospora andromedea)
· Prairie Dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis)
· Ram’s-head Lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium arietinum)
In April 2007, FACT-MB presented a proposal to Council for some alternative uses for the Braeside Alvar, which would maintain its integrity.  We had some initial listing of species at that time in that report.  Since that time a highly qualified, respected and experienced botanist, Albert Dugal, a vascular plant specialist, has spent some time on the Braeside Alvar.   I have attached his 17-page document to this email.

To prove that this area is an alvar, I have included his comparison of the Braeside Alvar with the Burnt Lands:

“Vascular Plant Indicators of Alvar Conditions Seen on the Braeside Alvar **  

** Only small portions of the Alvar have been botanically explored, and even these areas have not been adequately studied through the spring, summer and fall seasons. Therefore, there is a good possibility that the list of indicator species will increase with more detailed botanical studies.

 

This list is based on Table N-1 List of vascular plant indicative of Alvar habitats in southern Ontario, which can be found in Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide - Appendix N.

Braeside Alvar Indicator Vascular Plant Species

 

Astragalus neglectus       Cooper's Milk-vetch 

Carex richardsonii            Richardson's Sedge

Panicum flexile                Wiry Panic Grass

Panicum philadelphicum   Philadelphia Panic Grass

Polygama senega            Seneca-snakeroot, Senega Milkwort

Scutellaria parvula            Small Skullcap

Solidago ptarmicoides      Upland Goldenrod

Trichostema brachiatum    False Pennyroyal

 

This list represents about 25% of the plants in Table N-1. It should also be noted that about 53% of the plants listed in Table N-1 do not occur here naturally (the Braeside area is well beyond their natural range).

 

Now compare the Braeside Indicator list with that of the much-studied Burnt Lands Alvar. The Burnt Lands Alvar has two more indicator species.

Burnt Lands Alvar Indicator Vascular Plant Species 

 

Astragalus neglectus        Cooper's Milk-vetch

Carex crawei                    Crawe's Sedge

Carex richardsonii             Richardson's Sedge

Panicum flexile                 Wiry Panic Grass

Panicum philadelphicum    Philadelphia Panic Grass

Polygala senega                  Seneca-snakeroot, Senega Milkwort

Scutellaria parvula             Small Skullcap

Solidago ptarmicoides        Upland Goldenrod

Sporobolus heterolepis       Northern Dropseed

Trichostema brachiatum     False Pennyroyal”

The MNR data actually indicate that if there were even one of these species present, it would be considered an alvar.  Obviously, the Braeside Alvar is an important alvar, one which in years to come will be as much studied as the Burnt Lands Alvar.

The Ministry of Natural Resources, MNR, in their job of conserving and protecting what is rare, said that this area should be a Significant Wildlife Habitat, protected under Provincial legislation.   Why?

· Alvars are rare vegetation communities;

· Alvars include globally and provincially rare species;

· May contain old growth forest;

· May contain deer wintering yards;

· Cliffs here are associated with specialized habitat for wildlife;

· Potentially home for rare reptiles;

· Large forested area provides travel corridors and wildlife migration routes.

Significant Wildlife Habitat – a feature is considered significant depending on how many of the above list it has.  The Braeside Alvar has all of the above!

As I’m sure you are aware, the Ministry mandate clearly states that where all research has not been done, planning must err on the side of conservation.  I hope that this information will be of assistance in your work for our Township.

Sincerely,

Norma Moore

Director, FACT-MB Inc.
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