Health Concerns in Braeside Area

· FACT-MB Inc.
We are a volunteer community organization, Friends Addressing Concerns Together in McNab/ Braeside, with goals to protect the fresh air, clean water and natural environment, to encourage positive initiatives from our elected officials and other community members or associations, and to oppose developments that would have an adverse effect on the community and environment we call home.

Current Concerns

With the proposed expansion and industrialization of the Braeside Quarry we have become aware of the threat to our water and air quality.

Our Water

· Contained in aquifers under the quarry and the whole Braeside ridge;

· This ridge is Karst topography, fractured limestone; cracks in stone are vertical and horizontal, meaning that contaminants can infiltrate the surface, (vertical cracks), and travel for miles, (horizontal fractures);

· Proposed asphalt and concrete plants, and Madawaska St. business facility/maintenance shop/fuel storage will bring polluting hydrocarbon chemicals into the fractured limestone quarry;

· Right now a cluster of homes near the quarry have had well tests return positive for e.coli, coliform and streptococcus bacteria;

· Our privately hired hydrogeologist has told us to have our wells tested NOW for benzene, ethylene, toluene, ethylbenzene, zylene and PAHs (carcinogens found in asphalt); 

· There is a huge quantity of ground up old asphalt and concrete presently in the quarry, unprotected from the leaching effects of rainwater.

So our water contamination concerns are threefold:

· That our aquifer may be contaminated with bacteria, (we found this same concern expressed by Ministry of Natural Resources documents we obtained through a Freedom of Information);

· That our wells may be contaminated with carcinogenic hydrocarbon chemicals from the quarry;

· The same contaminants are pumped from the quarry into the Ryan Creek, which flows into the Dochart, then the Ottawa River affecting everyone downstream.

Our Air
· If the quarry expansion/industrialization occurs, Braeside and ultimately Arnprior will be downwind of the same chemicals we fear will dissolve into our water.  Limestone dust is a separate but also deadly health hazard. 

The health of our children and our grandchildren is at stake!

