What ‘Significant Wildlife Habitat’ Means

FACT-MB Inc.
We are a volunteer community organization, Friends Addressing Concerns Together in McNab/ Braeside, with goals to protect the fresh air, clean water and natural environment, to encourage positive initiatives from our elected officials and others, and to oppose developments that would have an adverse effect on our community and environment.
We are aware of the concern of local alvar property owners.  By the rumours we hear, we realize that you may not have been adequately informed of the facts. 

The alvar and the aquifers, our water beneath the alvar, have always been here.   The Ministry of Natural Resources, MNR, in their job of conserving what is rare, and protecting our water, said that this area should be a Significant Wildlife Habitat, protected under Provincial legislation.   Why?

· Alvars are rare vegetation communities;

· Alvars include globally and provincially rare species;

· May contain old growth forest;

· May contain deer wintering yards;

· Cliffs here are associated with specialized habitat for wildlife;

· Potentially home for rare reptiles;

· Large forested area provides travel corridors and wildlife migration routes.

Significant Wildlife Habitat – a feature is considered significant depending on how many of the above list it has.  The Braeside Alvar has all of the above!

What happens if you are an alvar owner?

· Nothing happens!  If you have planted crops, grazed animals, cut trees etc., you still can;
· If you want to sell your land, you still can;
· If you want to sever a lot, you still can
· If you want to develop it for housing, industry, aggregate etc. you would have to have an Environmental Assessment done first.  No change.  The parameters of the Assessment change.
The Reality

· This area is an alvar; it has always been an alvar; it was not invented for this situation;

· If this ridge is not designated or protected it could all be sold for aggregate;

· The current quarry expansion threatens the water quantity and quality of all the homes in the area;

· Still more aggregate expansion means no water; when the limestone is gone, the water is gone;

· If you are a farmer, you will have no water for your livestock;

· If you wanted to develop your land for housing, ask yourself, ‘Who wants their dream home to be downwind of an asphalt plant or the dust of a continuously operating quarry and with the threat of contaminated water or no water?’  

· How will you sell your property with no water?

· People have already felt the effects of the quarry on their water and blasting accidents the quarry won’t pay for; when it’s bigger, do you really think this situation will improve?
The Water

FACT hired a water expert, Wilf Ruland, who says:

· There will not be enough water when the quarry starts to go down to the next level; they can do that now legally.  There will not be enough water if the quarry expands;

· Have your water tested for hydrocarbon contaminants (cancer-causing chemicals) now;
· Contaminated water can spread underground for many miles.  [Are you safe?]

We are trying to protect the water of this aquifer, the water we all share.  If we protect the alvar, we also protect the aquifers and our homes with it.  Ideally, this alvar could be purchased by the township for parkland.  Grant money and fundraising would be essential.  At present, there are tax breaks for protected land.   We want to see that alvar owners are properly compensated if they sell their land.  The Braeside Corridor can be saved in a way that will be fair to all.

*FACT-MB Inc. has never wanted to put this quarry out of business, only to protect our community.   Some of us have lived as long as 35 years as quarry neighbours.   But putting heavy industry into a fragile ecosystem, threatening our health, our water, our air and our ability to enjoy and, if we wish, sell our homes, is a threat we must protest.

The Executive,

FACT-MB Inc.
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