We’re All In It together

FACT-MB Inc.  We are a volunteer community organization, Friends Addressing Concerns Together in McNab/ Braeside, with goals to protect the fresh air, clean water and natural environment, to encourage positive initiatives from our elected officials and others, and to oppose developments that would have an adverse effect on our community and environment.
The media has been focused on the area of Braeside known as the Braeside Ridge because of recent community resident concerns.  But it is hard to really understand the situation without actually seeing a map of the area.  So we have provided a map showing the key elements and the residential development.

MAP

Alvar is a Scandinavian word for a geological formation of flat, open areas of limestone bedrock where the soil is either shallow or absent.  Due to extreme environmental conditions such as alternating flood and drought, unique and often rare plant, insect and bird habitats are formed.

This map and the area further to the West of this map is the Braeside Alvar.  This globally rare habitat is referred to as such in the documents FACT obtained from the Ministry of Natural Resources through the Freedom Of Information Act.  Many times in these documents MNR refers to this area as Significant Wildlife Habitat and suggested to McNab/Braeside Council ways to designate and protect it in the Official Plan.

Under the alvar are the aquifers, the groundwater, which supply water to the whole Braeside ridge.  The limestone contains our water.  Protecting the alvar also protects the groundwater.  No limestone, no water.  This protection is the mandate of our Township Council under the Provincial Policy Statement, the law, which municipalities must obey.  Our Council chose not to protect this area.

Since this area is not protected, areas A,B,C,D,E,F,G and areas further to the West could all be sold for aggregate extraction.  What else could this land be used for?  Who would build a dream home downwind of the permanent asphalt plant and other heavy industries proposed in the Miller Quarry Expansion?  People who own alvar property have a right to be concerned about their ability to sell their land, use their water, enjoy their property.  But everyone who lives here is affected in the same way.  

At the moment, our water is in jeopardy from the proposed expansion.  Wilf Ruland, the hydrogeologist FACT hired to investigate, has clearly said that there will not be enough water for the people on this ridge with the current quarry expansion plans.  This quarry has a water permit to pump almost 11 million litres per day.  They received this permit in 2005; not one neighbour who could be adversely affected knew because MOE did not follow their own requirements in granting this permit!

How much further away would the effects be felt if say, area C on the map, the Sullivan land donated to the Township, were to be sold for aggregate expansion?  One Councillor has already suggested that this land be sold.  Even when he retracted his statement, it shows how vulnerable this area is to the whims of any Council if this area is not protected.

Water contamination is another big issue.  At present well testing in the area of the quarry is showing bacterial contamination in a significant number of wells.  Many are new, 300’ wells following all required specifications, new septic systems etc.  We are not blaming the quarry for bacterial contamination, but birds and animals could contaminate the quarry water.  Again, through the MNR files we discovered MNR knew and were concerned about this area’s contamination.  They asked, ‘Was the aquifer contaminated, was this a source water issue?’  Even so, they did not tell residents of their concerns.

Dangerous bacterial contamination is one thing, but we feel there may be other contamination in our wells as well.  A huge pile of ground up old asphalt and concrete is in the quarry, possibly leaching many cancer-causing chemicals with all this rain.  Years ago PCB’s and other hazardous chemicals were put into asphalt and concrete to get rid of them.  According to the Miller expansion studies, 50% of the water in the quarry is infiltrated into the aquifers, 50% is pumped into the Ryan Creek, then the Dochart and finally the Ottawa River.  Our hydrogeologist has advised that we ask that our wells be tested for benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, zylene and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, ASAP.  These are all carcinogens you do not want in your water!

Millers have tested the water in the quarry regarding the used asphalt.  They have said there are ‘no issues’ and ‘no exceedances’ but will not tell us what chemicals they found and what chemicals did not exceed what guidelines.  We want to know what if any chemicals are infiltrating our aquifers!

So we want our Council to work with MNR and designate this area so that it is protected, now and in the future.  

What happens if you are an alvar owner?

· Nothing happens!  If you have planted crops, grazed animals, cut trees etc., you still can; 
· If you want to sell your land, you still can;

· If you want to sever a lot, you still can;
· If you want to develop it for housing, industry, aggregate etc. you would have to have an Environmental Assessment done first.  No change.  The parameters of the Assessment will change.
We also want an Environmental Assessment of this whole area to address all our concerns for our water, the rare alvar habitat and the threat from the Karst topography.

*FACT-MB Inc. has never wanted to put this quarry out of business.  Some of us have lived as long as 35 years as quarry neighbours.   But putting heavy industry into a fragile ecosystem, threatening our water, air and ability to sell our homes, is a threat we must protest.

Some websites for further research: www.fact-mb.org , (MNR files), http://envirolaw.com/2008/02/01/berendsen-changes-the-rules-for-contaminated-sites/ (effects of old asphalt on water), www.envirolaw.com/contaminated_sites/,

www.kundaparkneighbours/asphalt-plants-benzene-and health.com
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